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INTRODUCTION

l'alons of the Phoenix #4: Fall (September) 1989-- This issue printed by
Amtgard, Kingdom ot the Burning Lands Inc. (cc)e Talons contains material
previously copyrighted. All authors and artists retain the rights to their
worka wditor-in-chief: J.W. Donnelly
previous editors (rotating position)- Renee Spahr, Connie Patterson,
Je«We Donnelly '

Amtgard grows, and one of those functions of growth foremost on the minds of
many is the establishment of a truly national corporate Board of Directors.
(The current R.0.D.'s presentation should be out about the same time as this
magazine). For purposes of determining Amtgard chapter membership, groups
will be evaluated on the following:
1) attendance and waivers
2) accurate finances
3) adherence to rules and corpora
. 4) educational aspects
~ Note #L4-- the tax exempt chapters of Amtgard derive this benerit because they
are educational, an area which I believe cannot be stressed enough. The
previously published Amtgard supplements and future issues (to be released
in October), and the Amtgard starter packs (and mailing fliers) are recent
examples of efforts to:
A) educate Amtgarders and those interested in Amtgard on a myriad of
subjects applicable to the medieval eras and 5k
associated genres, and
B) bring Amtgard into the awareness of an ever
growing number ot individuals.
As editor of this issue, I have endeavored to 4
continue that educational trend. Contained within<:
are ractual writings presented by L3 authors. Four are '\ 4
historical in nature, and another 4 are how-to pieces.
Some are new, and a few are oclder pieces that have not been
widely distributed. My thanks to the contributors. Letters
requesting submissions were mailled to all Amtgard groups-=
response was somewhat disappointing. I did not
utilize titles in the contents page, again because
of lack of response when I requested a listing of
everyone's positions. One of the Qctober
supplements is to be an updated Amtgard order
of precedence. I take no responsibility for
errors or omissions if your appropriate
ofticers will not rurnish the requested
information. Yours in service-
Aramithris




AMTGARD: A MepievAL AND FANTASY SoCIETY
by J.W. Donnelly and Michele Ellington

"Back to the past" organizations are springing up all over the United States. Groups that study and
emulate Scottish Highlanders, the Civil War, and the mountain men of the old west are all popular aspects
of this phenomenon. The medieval era is also a favorite, and groups which utilize "heavy" weapons

and armor such as the Society for Creative Anachronism and Markland are firmly established. Newer

on the scene is the advent of light weapons combat, a system employing no protective body armor and
safe, foam padded weapons. The idea is widespread, but few people have organized. One of the more
successful groups to "take the ball and run with it® has been AMIGARD: Kingdom of the Burning Lands.
Foam weapon societies have the advantage of "easy playability". Very little equipment or initial

outlay of expense is required. A prospective combatant can provide his or her own garb and equipment
for under $25.00. Most AMTGARD members are capable of and do participate on the battlefield. AMTGARD's
major claim to fame and its biggest departure from other medieval societies is its emphasis on the
creative and fantasy aspects derived from both the medieval period and from more modern fictional
literature. The persona a member will take within this society is nore likely to be a Tolkein style

elf or a Viking berserker than a feudal baron or man-at-arms. The use of a class systenm delineating
each participant's options further defines roles on the battlefield, with such choices as archer,
barbarian, assassin, and so on. Certain personas and classes are allowed to utilize a set of rules
simulating the application of magic, a concept very much in vogue with gamers and high adventure style
movies. In summation, ANTGARD is a recreational and educational society that seeks to recreate the
heroic atmosphere of the quests, courts, feasts and battles of the ancient and medieval eras.

Personas

AMTGARD, like most "re-creation" groups, can be ctaracterized as a role-playing club. Members create

a "persona', complete with name, history, manner of dress, and idiesyncracies. Unlike many other re-
creation groups, AMTGARD is not very restrictive in the selection of your persona. All we ask is that,
while any period of history or genre of literature may be drawn upon, your persona fit into the club's
medieval /Fantasy setting, .and not be any specific historic or literary figure. As a result of this,

we have a wide variety of cultures and genres represented among our populace,

Some players prefer historic personas. Ariona Mixtatl of the Bear Clan is an Aztec priestess. Aron
Nelsson is a Viking berserker. Kalibria de Grenoille is a French pirate. Karl of Red Dragon . Kanor

is a teutonic knight. Dachs is an escaped slave of Roman/Gothic parentage., Joella Llewellyn Clairomonde
is a Welsh noblewoman. Hezekiah Tokeoi is a samurai, and Deth the Direhearted is a Moorish warrior.

Other players choose to create their own setting, such as Tawnee Darkfalcon, an Amazon Indian shaman.
Many draw their personas from fantasy literature. Elross Blueraven, Aredhel, and Gilos Dawnhope are

Just a few of our Tolkenian elves. M'Deth of Benden is a Dragonrider of Pern. Nashomi Lonelywolf

is an incarnation of the Eternal Champion. Talon Skyfire is a Wolfrider, and Elycia Windsinger comes

to us from the Harpy's Flight series.

A few of our members have taken a more bizarre path to the selection of personas. Ozymandeus is a
transdimensional mutant from a post-nuclear holocaust world. Rift Gorhan Tele is an alien starpilot
whose ship crashed in the Burning Lands. And Mockvere is a part amphibian part water plant swamp
dweller who wields an airplane propeller as his weapon.

These and hundreds of other personas mesh to create a special ambiance at our gatherings. The varied
perspectives, costumes and weapons create a rich visual and social melting pot.



Magic

Once you have determined who you are by selecting your persona, you must decide what you-are. On the
battlefield you may choose to play any one of a number of classes, covering most fantasy literature
archetypes. While you may play only one class at a time, with its restrictions and advantages, you
may play a different class every battlegame if you choose.

AMTGARD is unique in that several classes utilize a system of magic. Druids are at one with nature,

and can call on it for protection or use it to attack their foes. Bards are capable of charming and
mesmerizing their opponents, forcing them to fullfill personal quests or to simply sit and listen.
Wizards wield powers elemental; lightning, fire, ice and wind, as well as death in many forms. Healers,
well, they heal. And resurrect the dead, cure disease, and cleanse poison. They can lash out with

that same power to deal injury or destruction.

This "magic" is executed through the use of verbal "spells" or padded foam balls. Each spell, of the
approximately one hundred between all four classes, has a brief incantation, a range, and usually

several classes against whom it will not work. Magic-users have a limited number of spell points,

with which they select from the list available to their class. Magical defenses for their teamates

may be purchased, as well as offensive spells, They must also use spell points to purchase the use

of their weapons, Magic-users are the most powerful — and the most vulnerable - players on the battlefield.
Tactics and strategy take on whole new dimensions when you are facing off against magic as well as weapons.

Origins

AMTGARD was founded in early 1983 in El Paso, Texas. Originally a small group of swords and sorcery
enthusiasts, its early roots could be traced to individuals with experience both in role-playing and
the medieval combat arts. AMTGARD typically draws many members from such organizations as fencing
clubs, fantasy literature clubs, and various re-creationist groups. A demographic cross section would
yield a high percentage of college and high school students, along with individuals from the military.
In 1987, the parent chapter incorporated as AMTGARD: Kingdos of the Burning Lands, and soon thereafter
received its tax exemption as an educational public foundation. The early AMTGARD years had an ambiance
akin to quest roleplaying, a genre very similar to the Conan movies. This is still largely true, due
to the AMTGARD system utilizing battlefield magic and archetypal player classes. However, status as

a non-profit organization echoed an ongoing shift toward other additional activities such as staging
medieval feasts and weddings; period and genre ciented contests in such areas as medieval garb and
cooking, poetry, chess, art and hand crafted work; and research into relevant period topics. 1988

saw rapid growth and expansion into other areas from Colorado to Florida, with the most successful

new chapters being the Kingdom of the Emerald Hills in Dallas and the 6rand Duchy of Barad-Duin in
Austin, Texas. Thus far, there has been little centralized control, the parent group in El Pasn
providing expertise and logistical support to the flegling chapters.

AMTGARD: Kingdom of the Burning Lands is currently exploring the possibilities of franchising our
non-profit status for the accelerating proliferation of additional AMTGARD groups. For further information
about AMTGARD, write J.¥. Donnelly at 1416 Oakdale, E] Paso, Texas, 79925. Or write Michele Ellington,
2324 Federal, El Paso, Texas, 79930. We will be happy to answer any questions, and, if you are interested,

help you start a chapter of AMTGARD in your area. rppromm—yrrEry T FHGEW T M
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What makes a coronation a coronation and not just another feast? The answer to
this question is "color." Putting aside such drudgeries as cooking and other preparatory
necessities, we can take a look at such things as table arrangement, lighting, decorations
(such as banners), music and most important of all the actual coordination of scheduled
events. These are the things that will take your hum-drum park pavilion and change it into

a royal feasting hall.

The first thing that will have to be drawn up into an outline is what exactly will be
happening at your event. This is your program or schedule of events. Coronations just don’t
happen, they are carefully planned and revised. Of course, the Monarch will be the most
important person in this planning stage (unless it is Landolf, in which case too many details
will confuse him), and will need to sort through a number of ideas about when to enter,
when to eat, when to have court, and when and how to crown the new Monarch. A very

basic outline to follow is:

1. Crown Address to the Populace - The old Monarch welcomes the populace and
gives them a feel for what is about to happen (i.e. the feast and then the coronation). The
Crown Address is a brief way of orienting the audience and letting them know that the
event has begun.

2. The Feast - Generally it is a good idea not to bore your audience before dinner.
This can be accomplished by saving your awards ceremony and coronation until after

people have filled themselves up with food and are then a little more complacent and
torpid.

3. Crown Processional - The old Monarch makes his/her entry followed or proceed-
ed by the Royal Guard. An interesting variation is to have the Royal Guard form a corridor
through which the Monarch and Consort will pass. This of course can be spiced up by the
Guard forming an arch over their heads with sabers or banners. (really chic)

4. Awards Ceremony - It is a good idea not to bore your audience after dinner, so try
to keep this part of the coronation short and sweet. Do any knightings, or titling and major
awards but by no means keep the people waiting for hours as you go through everybody,
individually naming their awards. The Monarch should present individual awards in person
after court is over. This is a nice gesture and you can take the time to express your appreci-
ation for their service to the club.

5. Dismissal of the Old Court - This is the time that the Monarch takes to thank his
hand-chosen officers and the Royal Guard for their service. Calling them before the popu-
lace gives them some recognition and makes them feel important. Here again the dismissal
can be handled in a number of ways. One way is simply to dismiss all of them at once and



let them scatter to the wind. Another way is to thank each individual, dismissing them one
at a time; or you can have an outgoing processional led by the Royal Guard.

6. Incoming Court Processional - This is the incoming procession of the new Mon-
arch and Consort accompanied by their Royal Guard. It can be handled similarly to the
Royal Processional see # 3 above.

1. The Coronation - This is an area in which you can be most creative. To the
populace, this is the moment when power in the club is changing hands, the end of one era
and the beginning of a new era full of opportunities. A small speech to this effect can
create quite an aura of mystique and increasing expectation. The actual crowning of the
new Monarch should be accompanied by a speech of what is expected of the new Monarch
and some vows taken by him/her accepting these responsibilities. The speech and vows can
become a tradition repeated from Crown to Crown or can be changed with each new one.
Now comes the time that the new Monarch must take up the Crown and perform before
the club in a way that will lend credence to him/her, and affirm that it has not made a
mistake in his/her election. Proper homage must be paid to the leaving Monarch and
his/her new title should be the first order of business of the new Crown. Remember pomp
and the aura of mystique are what you are trying to achieve.

8. New Monarch’s First Court - This is the New Monarch’s big chance to make it or
blow it. He/She should provide a suitably regal air without coming off as arrogant. As
stated before, the first order of business of the new Monarch is to pay proper homage to
the old Monarch, as well as expressing the club’s sincere appreciation of the old court. The
next order of business is the expression of the new Monarch’s hopes and basic plans for the
coming reign. This is sort of a contractual agreement between the new Monarch and the
populace. The next tedious task is the awarding of the new Guild-Master positions for both
the fighting guilds and the service guilds.

9. New Business before the Court - Now that the tedium is over a little bit of fun is
next in the form of business before the New Monarch. This is the time that "God" knows
what happens. Often there are pledges of loyalty, %ifts from visiting royalty or perhaps even
declarations of war between Kingdoms. Play it up big, the opportunity for fun and creativity
is knocking. Keep in mind that this is a one shot affair, If you want to do something awe

inspiring or exciting, now is the time to do it, the eyes of the Kingdom are upon you.

10. Closing Court - Well it’s almost over, and hopefully everything will have gone
smoothly. This is the time that you must disengage the Kingdom from formality and help it
along into blissful revelry. Tie up any loose ends, restate the basic intentions of the new
Crown to serve the people, thank everybody involved for making the club a success, and

remind the people that new things are afoot and opportunity is calling. Get the Herald to
call an end to the Court, and go party.

Now that the basic plans are laid, you can truly look at the things that will make the
coronation "colorful." The next area of critical planning and coordination is the music for
the Coronation. In this area you will need a "sound engineer" with access to a cassette-
recorder which can tape directly from a record, and from another tape player. Further-

more, this person must have direct access to the Coronation "schedule of events."



The sound engineer and the Monarch will have to spend a lot of time deciding on
the music (fit for a royal occasion) and how long each selection can be for each segment of
the Coronation. It is a very good idea for the sound engineer to make up his/her own
schedule of events and break it down into time segments. The best possible situation is to
go through several practice runs of the Coronation to get a more accurate time frame for

each segment.

Another helpful hint is to make two copies of the Coronation music and to have two
cassette recorders. The #1 copy is used to play on the master sound system. The #2 copy is
used on the number two recorder with headphones. If the music on the master system is
running over-time and is in danger of continuing into the next segment of the Coronation
(a very real possibility), the #2 tape is already fast forwarded to the music for the next
segment, and is ready to go as you fade out the music of the previous segment on the
master system.

There is also the possibility that the music is not long enough for the segment. In a
case like this the #2 copy is rewound to the beginning of the segment, and as the #1 copy
is faded out on the master system, the #2 copy is placed in the master system and played as
a loop. The #1 copy is then fast forwarded to the next segment and is ready to go back in
after the #2 copy is faded out. If you think this is all terribly complicated, you're right. All
that you have to do though, is set up the system, and go through a couple of practice runs.

You’ll get the idea.

Now that the major planning and coordinating aspects are over you can begin with
the landscaping of your Coronation. This is indeed a fun and creative segment of Corona-
tion development. You will need to be present at the hall for this segment and should have
the basic materials you will need for the night of the Coronation, or at least a very good

idea of what you will have to work with. When arranging the "landscape" for your feast you



will want to consider three major areas of importance: 1) The Crown table. 2) The Court

area. 3) The audience.

The Crown table should be the magnet which draws the attention in your hall. For
this reason it is a good idea to place the Crown table at one end of the room, placing it on a
raised dais if possible. The dais is not a hard item to construct, and can be as simple as two
pallets placed side by side with a carpet thrown over the top. You will be surprised at how

much more impressive the Crown table will look when mounted on 2 dais.

The next area you will want to stake out is the Court area. The Court area is basical-
ly a large empty space in front of the Crown table used for the crown to conduct Court
business. For example, this will be the area where the processional will stop, where the
awards will be given out and accepted, and where any entertainment for the Court, such as
dancing will be held. A nice touch you can add to this area is a large Persian rug, or if need

be a large facsimile of a Persian rug.

Finally, where does the audience g0, and how are they arranged? What you must
immediately take into consideration is where you will place your visiting dignitaries. A
good rule of thumb is to place them to the right and left of the head table facing the same
direction as the head table. For visiting royalty it is preferable to place them at the head
table, affording them the honor of their station. The tables to the left and right of the Court
area should face each other, not the Crown table. This focuses their attention on the Court
area where the bulk of the action will be taking place. At the lower end of the Court area

tables should face the Crown and have a central aisle for which the processional can pass.

Decoration is another area in which you can have a lot of fun and produce great
effects. Once again the Crown table is the magnet of the hall, and you want this area to

draw as much attention as possible. For this reason you will want to place a large tapestry



(or if you have a club banner with the royal seal on it) on the wall immediately behind the
head table. Try to cover as much space as you can on this wall, making sure that the tapes-
tries are visible when the Monarch is seated. Other items you might want to place around
or behind the Crown table are large plants, coats of arms, pillars, or any other item which
will lend majesty to their Majesties. Use your imagination. You can really come up with

some great ideas if you just think and experiment.

For the rest of the hall you can decorate the walls with personal banners ( encour-
age the populace to bring their own), weapons, and tapestries. Suits of armor can really
lend the medieval atmosphere you are trying to achieve, and plants can lend a royal air all

of their own. Once again, think and experiment.

Lighting is the final area of discussion, and it also is an area in which you can really
be creative and add a beautiful aura of grandeur to your Coronation. Candelabras are a
must for the Crown table, and you will want to position them both on and around the table
making sure not to obscure the Monarch or his /her view of the hall. Usually the rule of

thumb is the more, the better. Be sure to encourage the populace to bring their own light-

ing.

If you are going to video tape any segment of the Coronation, set up the video
camera and experiment with the lighting. Some video cameras now tape well in candle
light, but in my experience this is not the case. You will probably need to use obnoxious
electrical lighting to get really good video, but you can disguise the lighting by various
methods such as lamp shades or placing the lights behind objects such as planters or suits of
armor. Try to get away with as little electrical lighting as possible, and don’t let this form of
lighting ruin your Coronation. The Coronation is medieval and an event for the whole club
to enjoy, so balance this fact with your desires for posterity. Maybe you will decide it’s not

worth recording the feast if you can’t adequately disguise your lighting.

10



T hope this article will be of some use for your Coronation. The main point that I
would like to get across is to start the planning segment of your feast well in advance. A
month is not long enough. Get together some people who have the time, energy, and mate-
rials that you will need and discuss, plan, and revise your Coronation until it is organized
the way you want it. The music segment is one of the rougher ones to master, and will take
a lot of planning and éonsideration as well as rehearsal to get it right, but you will find it is
well worth the trouble. The rest of the color is pretty easy and lots of fun. The point that I
would like to get across here is to think about all the possibilities and be creative. Listen to

every idea you can, experiment with them, and then decide what you want to use.

Amtgard is a fantastic outlet to discover skills you never knew you had, and to use
them in a constructive, creative way. You will be very satisfied when all your hard work
pays off by having a great Coronation; and even if the populace doesn’t know how much
work and effort was put into it, at least you do. Give yourself a standing ovation, and long

live Amtgard!
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12.

The Building of a Great Society

Look around you at Amtgard. What do you see? From what you see,
I challenge you to ask yourself, what is Amtgard? When you answer
that, based on what you see, is it the same as if it were based on

what you feel? IF not, then there is some sort of strife, direct or

indirect, in how we see Amtgard and how we feel it should he. When
we ask how Amtgard should be, several things may come to mind.

Amtgard is a whole society. We are formed into a common union
that it binds us to. In being a bound community, each individual
is obligated to support it as a whole, for the whole. What good is
i1t for individuals to isolate themselves by not contributing to
Amtgard in a true devoted respect. They grasp for power and titles
without filling the responsibilities that come with the power and
titles. In order for Amtgard to become what we feel it should be,
the first step is for all to contribute to the society in a creative,
positive way of construction for the society's benefit and not the
individual's glorification. |

When'one completes that creative construction, then he or she
should he satisfied that they know they have contributed to the
betterment of Amtgard. One should knoy that. they have helped build
a great society and have a feeling of self-accomplishment. This
should he somewhat fullfilling, and even may be deserving of an
award, but one should not expect an order or title. llence, by this

we tend to resent not being given something for doing our duty that



-is contributing to the whole. Therefore, the second step to Amtgard's
blooming is to be able to give to the society without having to
recieve something in return.

Thus, if each individual contributes and feels a sense of per—
sonal satisfaction, we shoulﬁ also feel an established kindred. We
should attempt Eb be the society we want and not a pack of tribes
isolated from each other. We should Ery to work out our problems
rather than blame each other. Once a problem arises, we should
consult each other and find a reasonable and efficient solution.

The third and possibly most important step, is cooperation on every-
one's part,

Finally, a sense of one's role within the society comes to being,
We each should not only contribute, but once given a position, we
should fulfill our role. Although, for example, a person may be qua-
lified to be a knight, they may not be able to fill the role. A
knight should be a “cut" above the rest in a sense of honor, fair
play, and responsibility,. Qualifying to be a knight means one las

contributed enough to be considered for the position, but does not
mean that the individual has the qualities of a knight. Consequently,
a logical step in furthering our commonwealth is filling our roles.

These, of course, are not all that a society may require. A
society is like a plant. With proper care, it will grow; without
it, it will die. One Mmay not ever realize the full spectrum of
problems that may occur, but one may try to be well prepared. With-

in these guidelines Amtgard may run more smoothly and, thus, he

behter for the whole.




THE PAVILION

While the title may sound 1ike the lead-in to a cheap gothic
thriller this is really an honest to gods (diety of your choice)
treatise on pavilion construction.

You have all seen and probably envied pavilions seen at the
larger S.C.A. events. I have admired the Viking tents, ogled the
arming pavilions, and gasped in unbelieving wonder at some of the
large portable castles. I have also noticed the big drawback in
all of the above. They just aren't all that portable for us
"throw a couple of tunics in a bag and take off to Estrella"
types.

My subconscious came up with THE DINING FLY ($14.95 at Commercial
Sales). Now, that is portability! Of course it is also in-
credibly ugly (medievally speaking) and has a lamentable propen-
sity for coming adrift in winds of 5mph or less.

The problem seemed to be a marriage between a big, expensive
hunk you have to haul around in a trailer and a cheap 1little
floozie you can take as carry-on luggage when flying Southwest.

Deciding this marriage was not made in any body's heaven I took
the easy way out and turned the whole mess over to my subcon-
scious. (Picture a large, dim warehouse crammed with dusty 5
drawer file cabinets and an 85 year old arthritic file clerk with
a previous history of vagrancy and self abuse.) Well, dispite
all odds the old boy came shuffling up to the front office - aka
frontal lobes - about three months ago, threw a dogeared file on
my desk, hawked and spat on my fake Persian rug and shuffled back
out scratching at his crotch.

Here's what the filthy (but inspired) old degenerate came up
with:

A, Portability = dining fly
B. Very ugly = dining fly
C. Fragile = dining fly
D. Pretty = SCA type pavilion
E. Cumbersom = SCA type pavilion
F. Sturdy = SCA type pavilion

The way I saw it I could combine B, E, and F and get an ugly,
cumbersom, but sturdy dining fly. So who cares? O0r, I could put
AC and DC together and get something my mother neglected to tell
me about. Seized with sudden inspiration I thought to combine A,
D, and C and get a portable, pretty and fragile pavilion.



Clearly subconscious wasn't performing at even 757 efficiemncy.
So I fired off new directive to the file room, to wit: ''require
solution to fragility problem soonest". Signed, Frontal Lobes.
Never did get an answer. Figure the Filthy Old Degenerate posing
as file clerk was holed up in the porno section with a bottle of
Sneaky Pete.

The answer finally came from a close friend who was clearly sick
and tired of hearing me carp about dining flys. Says friend (who
also happens to be Guildmaster of Engineers), '"the only thing
wrong with dining flys is the poor engineering job on the center
support”, (Gee, I always thought it was the wind that made the
whole bloody mess take off 1like a big blue vampire in heat!)
Folks, the man had a willing, captive audience. Fluttering
eyelashes, unbuttoning 3rd button on shirt, and leaning forward I
said breathlessly, '"tell me more big boy". (Ah, the things I do
for the club!)

The following 8 hour span of my pursuit of knowledge for the sake
of Amtgard are censored (aka, none of your damned business
buddy!) But the fruits of my - blush - labors I now share with
you.
For an 8 X 8 X 7 foot high pavilion you will need:
1. Approximately 20 yards of 60" light weight material.
NOTE: This pavilion has only 3 sides. If you want a fourth
adjust material to 24 yards and find three friends to play
bridge.
2. Four 6' aluminum poles - the break-down kind that come
with that $14.95 dining fly you bought and only got to use
once before it beat its canopy to shreds last Estrella.
3. A center pole: NOTE: Secret of success. You need a
sturdy (STURDY) 1 1/4 to 1 1/2 inch (outside diameter) gal-
vanized iron pipe in threaded sections to equal 8 to 8 1/2
feet. The height of the pavilion will end up as 7 feet.
4. One cinder block brick or suitable substitute.
5. Small amount of scrap wood for facing ugly brick.

6. Various hardward to include 2 large fender washers, a
couple of 2" cotter pins, and some large grommets.

7. Some 1" to 2" nylon webbing - about 5 feet.
8. One 8' plus alumirum pole won't hurt for front brace.
9. Some big grommets (or have put in at Commercial Sales).

10. Tent stakes which you probably already have.
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CENTER POLE:

You need to prevent the top of your pavilion from being 1lifted
off the center pole by wind gusts so using a drill, your large
fender washers, and the cotter pins create the following:
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CENTER POLE SUPPORT:

Now create a support for the center pole using that cinder block
as per the illustration below. (NOTE: Sterling # can and will
give helpful information on drilling holes in the cinder block.
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PAVILION CANOPY AND SIDE PANELS:

Now, if you have your 20 yards of material proceed to cut it out
as follows: (NOTE: I opted for a bi-color in the unlovely,
tasteless, but traditiomal Claw Legion colors of yellow and green
and used 12 yards of 60" yellow broadcloth and 8 yards of 60" 1in
the green.)

NOTE:
I have marked dimensions on the illustration but have not marked
seam allowances so be sure and add them. Personally, since this

Structure does have to withstand some 70 plus pounds of stress, I
have allowed for a full inch for these seams just to be on the
safe side. All seams flat felled of course.

REMARKS ON CUTTING TOP CANOPY OF PAVILION: You may have figured
out that since there is a omne foot difference between the top-
most portion of the pavilion and the 6' sides of the pavilion
that you cannot simply lay out an eight foot square, section it
like a pie, cut and sew. If you do this you will end up with a
perfectly flat square that when "introduced" via your sewing
machine to the sides of the pavilion will produce a result
similar to that size 16 lady wearing a pair of size 12 stretch
pants. Pay close attention to the dimensions and cutting in-
Structions on the pavilion top. Make sure you allow for the seam
allowance on all sides of your triangles.

, ' EYCESS - CUT OF F
4 v ——’/ 3 will

This cut times equal
I—T the side panels for the
pavilion. I cut two of the
Y yellow and one of the green.
~ Reinforce the bottom two cor-
ners on each panel and add a
“grommet. ‘

E¥xless

CENTER SERW L1 A/E

o*
This cut times 4 will equal your < ¥
pavilion's top. You do not have /9
to use this specific layout on .
your material of course - it was W -
most economical for the material Z; o
I was using.
37
/
7 NYLO0 T THIS mEASUvECmET (5
WEBRBIN,
LODPs

Add loops of that nylon webb-
ing to create the means by
which to fasten the top of
your pavilion to the center
support pole. Measure care-
fully and reinforce as much as
possible with material scraps
left over from your major

TN eentER
POLE

\Mpﬂvmou TOP AS

_
REINFOECING MATERIAL SEEN BY BIERD.
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ALTERNATE METHODS AND NOTES:

1. Since I wanted to give my pavilion a bit of flair without
going to large amounts of extra work I elected to omit the corner
seams. This enabled me to utilize the 2' difference in width be-
tween the top horizontal and bottom horizontal dimensions to peg
the bottom edge away from a perfect vertical. This has an added
benefit, and a big one, of making the pavilion "self-guying"....
an important stability factor.

2. The Engineering Guild has developed two alternate suspension
methods for the tent attachment to the center pole. One of these
may or may mnot be wused in the finished product but that par-
ticular one does have the advantage of allowing you to actually
"raise" your pavilion a-la a circus big top thus eliminating the
four person omne pavilion set up (a real circus but not much fun).

3. "Ah, Ha," you say, '"Can I change the dimensions given if T
want a smaller pavilion or a larger pavilion"? Say I, "feel
free" BUT........be forwarned that while making a smaller
pavilion is relatively easy there is definitely an upper limit to
making a.larger one. Remember the 70 pounds of stress statement
somewhere back near the beginning of this article? Break out
your calculator and figure pounds of stress and required support
before you decide to build a 20 X 20 X 10 footer. The required
size of your center support pole will be appalling both in cost
and in weight.

4. Please note that the beauty of this do-it-yourself project
is that you can substitute like crazy. For instance:

A, No cinderblock? How about one of those small wood
. telephone cable spools? With a little adaption you can have
‘not only a support but also a table. NOTE: Center pole must
be a very snug fit or you've negated the support feature.

B. Are you balked by the $1.98 per vard price of
broadcloth? You know I've seen 60" satin for $.89 to $1.49
a yard. Satin for a pavillion? WHY NOT?

C. Price still too high for your momey pouch? How about
making a company pavilion? The approximate $50.00 cost
divided by a five person company is only $10.00 per person.

In summation folks you have just reaped the benefits via this ar-
ticle of hours of argument (in the pure Greek sense of the word
of course), a severe case of pavement foot from tracking down the
most likely materials (go directly to La Barata, do not pass go,
and do not spend $200.00), hours of laboring over a hot drawing
board, and garber's knee from measuring, measuring, and
remeasuring the ##@!!!# material. Of course you also missed the
experience of seducing the talents of the Engineering Guildmaster
but that's going to be in another article for next Crown
Qualifications titled How I served my apprenticeship under the
Guildmaster. (Distributed exclusively through Eros Bookstores.)
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Ao Examlnation of Amtgard Titles of Nobillty

liistory, or even plaln experience has shown that humana of-
ten crave the marks of achievement more than the achievements
themselves. The desire to set oneself apart, thusly elevating
one in the eyes of hig fellows, appears to be as old as history
itself. Living 1in a culture that tends to stifle creativity
while simultaneocusly encouraging profit at the expense of our
neighbors, there seems less and less room for sell expression,
Phrases like "nice guys finish last" and “what do you want out of
life" abound. Retreat inte fantasy, popular movies and such ur-
ganizations as the S.C.A. and Amtgard, are natural occurences,
and often, are healthy hobbies for our diversion, and even for
our development. What is not healthy are the insecure and self{sh
attitudes often brought in from "the real world". How many role-
players and recreattonists do you know who insist on making the
endeavor an unpleasant experience? I'll bet you know several.
Americans, 1{n our wealth and relative security, tend to be self-
involved. A case can even he made for erlticizing our younp and
spoiled generation. llowever, the people of the world out there
are no better, no nicer, no more fair or kind in their appraisal
of their fellow men.

And what has this to do with Amtgard nobility? People who
lack also want, and the 1llusion of a title is a powerful draw
for flagging self esteem. There 1s some evidence that the
medieval orders of knights perished in part due to the cheapening
effect caused by the wantoa awarding of undeserved orders. The
English award their titles of nobility very carefully, and this
is because they found cthe value of a title declined {n direct
proportion to the number of titles awarded. The world fa a more
crowded and deperate place, yeg, but arrogance, greed, and the
scrabbling for undeserved rewards was In full flower by the
tiddle Ages. I've often wondered, with such marvelous history
behind us; the heros and wisdom of Greece, the glory and pawer of
Rome, the wild freedom of the Celts, the adventuroua wanderluat
of the Norse (and I'm just talking about the Western tradition),
why then, do we choose the Medieval period for our role model?
The Dark Ages were well named. Ignorance, diseane, and plagne
were rife. Most people were serfs, women were chattel, and all
offices were routinely awarded for political and hereditary
reasons. The word "merit" seldom entered into things. The
nobility were firmly entrenched and in control,

As T said, things have not changed much, at least since the
Middle Ages. Our flights of fancy emulate a period of barbarism.
Despite the pretensions, that {s for what modern man yearns - the
illusion that he too can be on top. The incessant strife between
the various Amtgard groups aver "who will make the rules”, the
constant press of new candidates destiring knfghthood, the creep-
ing advent ol people voting themselves more aud larger tictles,
all are symptoms. The cond{tioning of a thousand years hold firm
- "take what you can". We do indeed live in the "Modern Middle

Ages", In the same vein, - I know we are stuck with the medieval
titles we have. I can't change selfish.desire, bup some Hight
shed on the subject can arm people with knowledge. The lionest
and the falr-minded need wot make mistakes through lack of fulo -

mation.

This article has been researched and written with Amtgard in
mind. Some interpretations included within are "fast and loose".
The key below 1lists the ten areas of information by which each
title {5 examined. The titles themselves are listed -in decreas-
Lng order of precedence. To avoid vepetition, female equivalents
are generally only utflized in the headings. The sad fact (g
that female titles Erom the period were usually only weak corol-
laries to those of husband, Ffather, and King. Not everything
read here will agree with conventional medievalist wisdom. Some
changes were necessary for the “modern societies". Secondly,
Amtgard made some errors in {its early years. Finally, Amtgard
had borrowed heavily from the S.C.A. 1in the areas of titles,
heraldry, aand courtly etiquette. Study and research indicate
that the S.C.A. -efther also made early errors, or found cause to
deviate from the exact reality in some cases. That last state-
ment might roise some hackles. Then mo be tt. The llterature is
avallable, and a partinl bibliography 18 lncluded. U oehiak that

perbaps there is more fantasy {n Wistery, and more hstory In
fantasy, than many people would like to admit. Long live the
dream.
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Semantic origin aud definition

A brief historical overview of the title, irs
beginning and development.

As the title pertains to Amtgard, first titled and
application

Accepted forms of addressing the titled personage,
with a heavy emphasis on the English "rules".
Crowns are reserved for royalty, while nobles may
wear coronets. The chief difference is that a
crown covers the top of the head. Nnte that most
coronets were made of silver gilt, and unless
specified, pearls (balls) are also of a silver
color.

Coronation and/or robes of state. Such robes are
of a crimson color and edged with white borders.
They are to be worn over court garh, and again,
are based on English nobility. Ermine is usually
plain white Eur.

The type of lhelmet cthat a titled person Is
eligible to use with lhis coat of arms. With the
nobles, the wuse of grilles in varying numbers on
the helmet is more Fremch than English, {in the
liberal Interpretation utilized herein. .
Identical positions iIn other languages and/or ar-
chaic forms.

Similar titles in precedence from other cultures.
Ocassionally the title will have an ldentifying
symbol.

King/Queen

From Anglo-Saxon cyng, a contraction of cyning
(King)

Along with tsar end emperor, las been considered
the traditional head of government {n the Western
World. The actual title of king dates back when
its bearer bore it by right of “kinship" as the
head of his tribe. .

The ruler of a kingdom. The first monarch of

- Amtgard (in this ‘case, "-"a queen) “was Tawnes ="

Darkfalcon of the Burning Lands on 3/27/83. ‘The
first elected king was Aramithris of Meadowlake an
10/26/86.  Queen Reyna Arafael of the Emerald
Hills was the first monarch of a kingdom other
than the Burning Lands. She was crowned {n early
1988." ’
"Majesty", "Most Graclous Sovereign", "His Hajesty
the King", "Most Excellent Majesty".

Often- made . of.gold and edged in purple. No set
pattern, though fleur-de-1is with a surmounting
orb and cross are common. The most consistent ex-
amples are the monarch's crowns of France, which
were surmounted with a fleur-de-lis, with 8 arches
rising form the 8 fleur-de~1is on tlhe rim. Host-
European crowns follow this pattern. English
crowns tend to alternate crosses with the fleur-
de-11s,

Symbols of the kingdom or state are oftern vorn;
with the robe, sceptre, crown, and throne belng
symbols of the king's power.

Gold helmet, with grilles, and affronte (facing
the viewer) -

Rex (Latin), Rol (French), Padishah (Persian),
Sultan (Turkish)

Haharaja (Hindustani), Tarkhan (Tatar), Malik
(Arab).

In Western Europe the lfon s often used as the
symbol of voyal sovereignty. The .color red {s
considered "the field of royal prevogative",

Prince/Princess

From Latin princeps. Literally meaus one who
kolds first place. Also from Latin primus capere
~ to take first.

In ancient Rome the ctitle of Princeps Senatus was
given to the leading senmator. Germany had a class
of rulers below dukes called prinzen, and today
there are still ancient families not connected to
any reigning house that bear the title of prince.
In England, cthe title of prince is used by the
eldest progeny of the King.

First, the consort to the monarch. It is also the
more accurate term for the ruler of a principalicy
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or duchy (Ia Barad-buin, the confusing aud con-
tradictory title of “Grand Duke" hus been suh-
sctituted for "Prince”). The firat prince consort
was flarnsaure in early 1983, Ahrmaand Seregon in
early 1988 was che first "ruling prince" tao hold
an equivalent poasition.

"Your Royal Highness", “liia itighnean cthe Prince”
Tendency in Eugland Is crimson color material over
gold mectal, with a single arch rising to support
an orb. Royal éonsorta in Britain have warn
crowna with 8 archen supporting a globe, with 4 af
each crosses and fleur-de-lls in alternacing order
on the rim, In moat Europesan countrics a prince
in hig own right may wear a crown trimmed fn er-
mine with 4 arches rising to a globe and cross.
The same as for king

Principis (Latin), Principe (XItalian), UPrinzen
(Cerman), Raja (Hindustani), Rana (Pakistani), Rat
(Bengalf)

Ilkhan (Turkish), Mirza (Arabic),
Amir (African Arabic), Mian
(India),

Fucst (German),
(Indta), Gackwar

Grand Duka, Arch Duke

The tirle of archduke comes Erom Augtria, and that
of grand duke comes from Russia. There were of
royal blood, and the princes were a step lower in
the hiearchy, Neither had a tradicion of dukes
per se. The Austrian title was assumed by rulers
in 1156 but not confirmed uncil 1453, There ac-
tually was a brief {incidence of archdukes in
France.

Archduke has been awarded to a former monarch who,

alse served another year in the royal courc
(unless grand duke has been awarded.) A grand
duke 1s a two term monarch. On 4/23/88, by the

hand of King M'Deth II of Beaden, Aramithrels of
Meadowlake bacame the first grand duke aud Aredhel
Kemenval became the first arch duka.

His (Imperial, Royal, or Serene) Highness

No specific formula in efther case.
family of Austrias (Including the acrch
gold crowns with a single arch, with 4 large
fleur-de-11s alternacing with 4 smaller ones on
the rcim. The Russfan royal family (from whence
the grand dukes came) had a crown bullt up on the
sldes with space {n the center, with a siugle arci
supporting an orb.

The logical extension From
nobflity i{s a silver helmer in
golden grilles,.
The - symbol:-for:
owl,

The royal
dukes) had

the other tltles of
prafdle with 9

“a‘grand -duke“is “the great horned

Duke/Duchess

From Latin Dux, a leader, general, or commander
The position came {nto being when Counstantine
geparated the wilitary (Dux) and eivil (comes)
commands of the provinces. Iuitially, che title
of duke was inferlor to that of count (comes).
However, the German tribes adopted the titles, and
among tliese warlike peoples, tiie military title of
duke acquired precedance. Charlemagne was jealous
of their power, but the dukes had a revival and
almost achieved abaolute Independence after liin
deach. Isla de France became the firsc indepen-~
dent dukedom, and sooh the ticle challenged that
of King. Willtam, Anna, and Ceorge I first
granted the titla of duke to those of nwon-raoyal
blood, and today a duke ranks Junt bLelow & royal
prince and an archbishop,
Awarded to former monarcha.
this title was Tawnee Darkfalcon on
the hand of King Cllos Dawvmhope.

"The Host Noble, the Duke of

Grace",

B strawberry leaves of a conventional
rim of gold.

4 raows of spots on the mantle {robe) or 4 guards
of ermine with rows of gold lace

Silver helmet in profile with 8 golden grills.
Due (French), Duque (Spanish), Dux (Latin),
(Italian), Doge (Venetian), flerzog (Austrian)
Plalzgraf (German), Shogun (Japanese), Bretwalda
(Anglo-Saxen), Chiangchun (Chinese)

Actual kings retired to "Dukedom" have been repre—
sented by a crown.

The firet to receive
10/22/83 by
"

s "Your

type ou a

Duca
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Count/Countess

From Latin comittis, a companion

Hany provincial governors under Constantine weed
called comes. In the earlier Republic sacondar)
provincial officers were known as comites o1
cohors (companions). Augustus referred to n coun-
cil of senators as his comltes, and in {mperfal
Rome Lt came to apply to the court of a prince.
Charlemagne uaed the titla to denoce civil amploy-
menct, and the Franks made them the King's judges
calling cthem grafen. These judges became so cor-
rupt  that the division of counties was abolished
in the 12ch century. Earl is the Engliah versiuvn,
and the early English sheriffa correspondad to the
grafen. Until 1357 earl was the highest ctitle in
England. By 1500, the citle of count was a
hereditary title on the continent. Today, the
political/administrative unit of a county still
exiats, with some 3,000 in the U.5.A.

Avarded to a former royal conaorct. Shindea of
Winddragon was the first to receive the title for
this raason on 5/4/85 by the hand of King M'Deth.

"The Right Henorable", "Illustrious Count", “The
Lord" ’
The English coronat hsg 8 pearls raised upon
poiats, with small gold strawberry leaves between,
all above the rim. Other countries use 16 pearis
without the leaves.

3 rows of spots on the mantle or 3 guards of er-
mine with rows of gold lace

Silver helmat in profile with 6 golden grilles.

Conde (Portuguese), Comte (French), Coute (OLd
French), Comea (Latin), Graf (German/Swedisl),
-Graaf (Netherlands), Earl (English), Eorl (OLd

English), Jarl (Danish)
Orkhan (Tatar), Shireman {Saxon),
Kallph (Arabic), Khidiw (Peratan),
(Aztec).

Dey (Turkislh),
Cuaulitlahtoque

Harquess/Harchioness

From 01d High German marcha, a frontier or march

The citls 1g velatively new, first developed by
King Richard Il {n 1385. Lt soon thereafter [ell
into disuse until the reign of Edward VI In 1551,

Unlike "real 1ife" application, «the title of
marquess in Amtgard ranks below thar of count, Ir
is awarded to those whom have served as all of the
following: Honarch, Royal Consorc, Prime Minls-
ter. Nashomi, the Lonely Wolf became the first

marquess on 9/8/84 when he was awarded the title
by King Asmund Hefndale Haroldsson.
"Host  Noble and Patent Prince”, "The HMost

Honorable”, "The Lord"

4 golden strawberry leaves alternating with silver
pearls.

3 1/2 rows of spots on the mantle or 4 guards of
exmine with rows of gold lace

Silver helmet in profile with 7 golden grilles

Marquis (French), Markis (01d French), Harkgraf
(German), Margrave (German), Harques (Spanish),
Harchese (Lcallan), Female ticles - Hargravine,

Harquee, Marquise

Viscount/Viscountess

From Latin vice comes, {n place of a companfon
Between earl and baron {n English precedence, 1t
was flrac conferrad by letters patent by llenry vI
in 1440. It o frequently attached to an earldom
as 2 second title. The title came 10 England frum
France, where a vicomte was lirsc the deputy of a
counc.

Generally awarded to a 2-tiwe Prime Hinlater, or
for any other two terms of service In the Royal
Court (provided a liigher citle has snoc already
been awarded). On 10/20/84, King Heimdale made
Andralafne of Stonehelvan the first viscountess.
"The Right lionorable", “The Lord"

The English utilize 16 pearls on the rim. HMost
other European nations have 8 pearla un polucs al-
ternating i{n a high-low pattern

2 1/1 rows of spots on the mantle or 2 guards of
ermine with rows of gold lace

Stlver helmet in profile with 5 golden grilles
Viconte (Middle English), Vicomte (French), Via-
conte (01d French), Vizconde (Spanish), Viacamdle
(Portuguese), Waldgraf (Cerman)

Pasha (Turkish)
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Baron/Baroness

From Old Hligh German bara, a man

The word baron signifies man par excellence. The
Anglo-Saxon thegns (thanes) were the immediate
predecessors of the Norman barons, and received
the position for owning land, taking 3 sea
voyages, or teceiving holy orders. William the
Conqueror made barons immediate vassals to che
Crown, these nobles reaching their greatest extent
of power in 1263 when Simon de Monfort waged the
Baron's War against the king. In time the title
wag relegated below that of the new positions such
as earl and Viscount, although it was long a cus-
tom that every peer of superior rank nlso had a
barony. From land owners of a feudal system and
immediate vassals to the king, the position
evolved to the lowest rank of the peerage in Great
Britain. The right of wearing a coronet was con-
ferred by Charles II. Until 1873 certain judges in
Ereland and England were called barons. Taday the
title also appertains to bishops and members of
the House of Commons. ’

1) Former Prime Minister of a Kingdom, 2) former
ruler of a principality or duchy, 3) the founder
and rtuler of a barony. Queen Tawnee Darkfalcon
made Thanos Darkside the first Amtgard barou on
5/7/83. The first landed baron was Marlin Razelaw
of the Barony of the Hystic Valley in early {9H8.
"My Lord", “Your Lordship”, "The Lord", "iis
Excellency”, "The Right lonorable"

6 pearls on the rim in England, though mont
countries permit 12 pearls mounted on pofints.

2 rows of spots on the mantle or 2 guards of er—
mine with rows of gold lace.

Silver helmet in profile with 4 golden grilles
Barun (old French), Thane {Saxon), Barao
(Portuguese), Barone (Italian)

Kahn (Turkish), Emir (Arabic), Dalmyo (Japanese),
Lord (Scottish)

Baronet

From a French diminutive of baron

This is the lowest hereditary dignity in Ireland
and Great Britain. Originally utilized in Ulster,
it was initiated by James I on 22 May, 1611 to
raise money for the king. Since the Scottlish
Union of 1707 and the Irish Unlon in 1801 no new
baronets have been created other than those 1in
England. In English usage it has precedence over
all knights except those of the Garter.

Awarded to those who served in a pro-tem position
on the rayal court. On 5/18/85, Kallbria de
Grenoille received the [irst award of thu tttle of
baronet- From King MEDEEh s st ’ Rt
"Slr" N

The continental European coronet consists of 4
pearls on poilnts alternating with 4 leaves.

Steel helmet, open and affronte

Leaser Thane (Saxon)

Freiherr (German), Sheik (Arablic), Seigneur
(French), Nawab (Hindustani - Begum 1is the female
ticle)

The symbol for a baronet is the "Bloody lland of
Ulster", a raised left hand colored red.

Lord/Lady

From Anglo-Saxon hlaford, a master of a household
In feudal times the lord was the grantor or
proprietor of the land, In the most deflnite
English sense it is the equivalent to a peer, but
does not express any special ravk or degree of
nobility. Tn general, the term applfes to someone
with authority and power.

1} Forwer prince consort of a principaiity, o)
title awarded to the new ruler who takes the place
of a retired baron, 3) awarded by the monarch far
exceptional service to the kingdonm. On  1/14/R4
King Cfloa awarded the first lordship te Aron
Nelsson. Note that this {s the only Amtgard noble
title below that of knightliood. A Warlord is the
highest military title of achievement. The Over-
lord is the general of the King's armies.

"His Lordship"

Germany and Italy allow 8 pearls raised on paints.
None in the English tradition. Arab "lords" are
entitled to wear the color green.

Steel helmet in profile with the visor closed.
Hlafweard (Saxon), Loverd/Laferd (Middle English),
Pan (Polish), Laird (Scottish), Kyrios (Greek),
Dom (Partuguese), Don (Italian)

Shertf (Arabic), U (Burmese), Sayid (Hinduatani),
Agah (Persian), Rabban (Hebrew), Chieftan (Irish)




HOW TO WRITE MUSIC

Hail to the Populace!

For those who do not know me, I am Covenant, Lord Scarhart, Bard of the
Burning Lands. I have performed at more than a dozen feasts and competi-
tions and have written more than 25 songs. I mention this, not to brag,
but to state my credentials.

It has come to my attention that a brief discourse on how I write the
songs I play might be of interest in certain quarters. I trust , 1f you are
reading this, it might be of interest and perhaps help to you. S

Let us begin then.

I write in six distictly different ways. The most common of which I
have titled: STEAL LYRICS - WRITE MUSIC: This way accounts for more than
half of my songs and is not as awful as it sounds. I've used sources as
diverse ‘as famous poets - to friends - to armonymous English ballads. What
you choose to steal and from whom, will vary according to taste - all you
really have to do is find some poem, suitably lyrical, that sticks in your
mind and compose the melody that goes with it — accentuates the words, if
you will, the rest will follow.

. The second way, I call: A FLASH OF INSIGHT. Not a very original name,
but I'm not feeling particularly creative today. What this means, is exactly
what it says. I'll be sitting at home or walking the streets when a melody
hits me, then the words come and I rush for home and instruments.

I don't know how to help you do this, but I have found that having a
peneral subject in your mind helps. For example, I have some friends, the
Corsairs, who are, almost without exception, wild partiers and carousers. I
sat down one day to write them something witty and amusing, because they
asked me to. As I sat at my table though, I couldn’t help but think why
‘they're so wild, the sense of loss and loneliness and frustration. My fingers
" picked out a few melancholy chords and I was lost to it.. Within an hour, I
had the song, In the Night, written.

I think in the final analysis, you just let yourself go into the music
and the theme - its better to be by yourself - and just write.

The third way is called: THE LONG STRUGGLE. And it is. Often, it is
the process of having a flash of insight and then gradually putting it toge-
ther, refining it, adding to it » pulling out your hair in the process, frus-
trations due to deadlines, etc... '
A painstaking process at best, but the more skilled you are in music
theory and lyrical poetry, the easier it will be. Considering the fact that
I am rather unskilled in both of those, shows you why I steal so often. . 25



The fourth way is the most fun, I think: COLLARORATION. If you've
never done it, try it. Nothing beats sitting down with a fellow musician,
over a few tankards of ale and singing and playing until you pass out. You
might be suprised with what you come up with.

Don't confuse this with feedback. All accomplished musicians need that
to polish their songs. Do that, listen to the advise of others, then make
up your own mind.

The fifth way is called: COMPOSING THE PIECES. These can be either your
own, others or a combination. For example, in one song I wrote - Requiem for
A Warrior- I used a rather simplified version of the classic Sparﬁ_sﬂu_ltm*
MalagueBofor an intro , a few odd words and musical phrases of my own, to
set the dirge like guality I desired, and finally, the epitaph of Sir Walter
Raleigh'for the bulk words. It sounds odd, but it worked.

The sixth and last way is, to me, the most difficult. It is called:
EXPAND ON AN IDEA; The mechanics are simple - you take someone's unfinished
poem, add lyrics and a melody to it, until you reach where you want to be.
I've done it once, and perhaps the reason it was so difficult is that I was
trying to write something not in my nature. It was the wedding song for
(then) Duke M'Deth and Lady Ariona, and a duet. It was tough for someone

who thinks the 'M'-word should be banished from the English language.

These then, are the ways I write music: Steai lyrics - write music;
A flash of insight; The long struggle; Collahoration; Compose the pieces;
and Expand on an idea.

If you haven't tried all of them, try them and see what happens. It -
might be enlightening.
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Careful observation for h
certainty whether any giv
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many things may be learned.
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istinguish between those lights
s "planets". It is not always
and planets based on

stars are very bright and several of the
The certain way to know a planet from a
stars move in a circle around the sky,

ce from the Northern Star, while planets
in the west, just like the sun and moon.
alf an hour will enable you to know with
en light is a star or a planet.
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‘find the Northern star using

g Dipper: from the two stars opposite the
r, imagine a line running through those two
this imagined line goes through the
Yet from this same schoolchild's trick, one may

dippe

Picture the famous wizardly
relic known as a "clock" in
the sky, with its center at
the Northern Star and the
line from the Big Dipper as
the hand of the clock. Since
the dipper swings around the
Northern Star only once in
twenty-four hours, each hour
mark of the clock counts as
two hours. Also, this clock
runs counterclockwise.

The motion of the Big Dipper
with respect to the North=rn Star

tells the hour

of the night.
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It is also possible to tell from the stars how far you are from
the Furthest North, a place called the Northern Pole where the
Northern Star is directly overhead. On the charted maps of the
sages and mathematicians, the measure called "latitude" means the
elevation of the Northern Star above the horizon, measured in the
degrees of a circle. The sages tell me this observation is valid
from anywhere that the Northern Star -can be seen, the entirety of
the realm called the Northern Hemisphere.

The sages further tell me that the Northern Hemisphere is
defined by a line called the "equator". This equator is not
where the sun is directly overhead, for the sun moves with the
seasons, but rather the line where the Northern Star is down on
the very horizon at night.

Thus you can discern the time, the directions, and your
position on the sphere of our world from the motions of the
planets and stars. ro .
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The HNeratdie Clans In Poland a coat of
arms, or herb, vas not provided tor
individuals, as In Enqgiish practice, nor
for famities, as in Germany. Rather, a
Falish nobleman would share an {denticat
device with scores, perhaps even hundreds,
of persons to vhom he may or may not even
have been related. This practice, cailed
wsp6lnodd herbdw, or "hniding of arms in
common", was totatly unlque in Europn. The
vord  rod, meaning clan, wvas used to
deseribe the heraldic group, leading to the
Incorrect supposition that these groups
were based on kinship. Each herb had {t's
nvn name, often fdentical vith, and derived
from, the cian’a “proctamatio” (1atini to
call out, or warcry).

Jan Dlugosz 1listed 139 clans In the [5th
century, in 1584 Bartosz Paprock! recorded
107. More recent taliies 1ist a tey
hundred. Cfting one source, out of 1,238
coats of arms ured by the szlachta, or
nobllity, only 749 were used by a single
Famlly. Thus, the remaining 489 coasts of
arms  wvere shared by approximately 22,000
rotish famitles! By way of example, the
arms  of the JASTR7ZBIEC clan, one of the
Targest in Poland, was ghared by roughly
350 rtamities! The arrangement was further
complicated by same-name famities bearing
tvo or more Alfferent herbs.

Mrmberas of the same herb generally fought
beside each other in battle, forming. the
basic unit of the mititary. Unlike vestern
Europe, in Poland the feudal system never
devetoped. Every noble was expected to
fight, 1t was his right as wvelt as his
duty. Each man owed his service directly to
the King. The heratdic clans made the most
efficient method of organizing the
levée-en-masse.

The szlachta formed roughly 10¥ of the
population, a far higher percentage than
any other nation's nobility and peerage.
The most common method wsed .to elevate a
person  into the sziachta. was _adoption:
Rather than belng:granted oble-.- ;
Rnyal Patent, as. in moast western Buropssn

kingdoms, the melected person- was adopted

by an already noble famity, thus acquiring
his new cEamily's. status and . armg. Other
common methods included entry4by marriage,
miiitary service for a pacticular herbd,
sponsorship by noble or king, and fraud.

Given the vast legal privileges possessed
by the szlachta, such as self-assessment
for taxation purposes, {t was perhape to be
expected that non-nobles tried to enter
thelr ranks by whatever means possible. In
the absence of a College of Heralds or ahy
rther authoritative fnstitution to reglater
vho was and was not noble, many families
3imply added the honorific exlocative ski
-0 their name and hoped they wouldn't be
‘ound out for a few generations. The onty
'lace 3 noble's right to his status conld
e proven ¥as In court, in a nagana
‘zlachecka ("Test of Nobility"). This was a
lreat deal of trouble for both the
‘hatlenged and challenger, often leading to
'lood feuds tasting for years. According to
ome estimates, the number of Families who
1legally entered the szlachta may be
fgher than the number of legitimate ones!

rigins of Clan Names: The derivation of
he clan names is rather ohscure. Many were
ormed from personal names: BONCZA, or
Roniface”, some from place names: LELIWA,
RENTAWA. Others vere foreign importatfions:
MADEJ [from Hungary ), ROGALA {from
axony]. DAB (0ak) and FPORAJ (Wl1d Rose)
nre pamed after ptants;  AKSAK  ("Fox* In
irtar}, CIOLEK {Rullock), RAKA (Crab),
RYF (bragon}, LIS {Fox), SWINKA {Boar) and
FZYK (Snake) after animals.

Rsigist Polekiego Heraldika
by Stefan Laskdvski

N[O

SRENTAWA Lis JELITA

Moral qualities inspired some clan names:”

KRZYHDA' (Injustice), PRAWDA (Truth),
NIEZGODA (Discord), and MADROSTKI (Wisdom),
for exampie. And aeome vwere {nspired by
simple everyday objects, such as OKSZA
(Axe) and LODZIA (Boat). JELITA (Bowel) |is
#sald to have originated on the battiefield
of Plowce In 1331, vhere the King of Poland
suppnsedly found one of his knights
disembovelled by three Teutonlc spears. In
recognitinn of this event the Jetlts clan
vas supposndly [formed, and adopted three
spears as {t's device. "

Folimh Armory: Influenced by the practices
nf  vwestern chivatry, the sziachta brgan to
adopt heraldic devicem beginning In the
twelfth century, and continuing throughout
the 13th and 14th centuries. o
rotish heraldry has 8 number of features
that render it upique among European
armorial practice. The most distinctive
frature of Pollch arms fs {t's extreme
eimplicity. Polish armory remaine easfty
recognizable at a distance. The use of
ordinaries, partied and divided tietds,
furs, 1inre of partition, quartering, marks
nf cadency, and marshating sre virtuatly
unknown In Polish heraldry. The occasfonal
appearance of such {tems are generally due
to fornign families being adopted into the
szlachta and bringing their family arms
vith them. The vast majority of Polish arms
use only a single rharge. Since no need tor
dffreroncing existed, nor atd fnles
participate significantly In the tournament
cnlture mo Influential to western heraildry,
rotish . arms rotained thelr simplicity

~throughnut the heratdic.peciod.

e most-common- f {eid:
armory Is gules, generatly with argent
charges. The second most popular
rombination ta an  azure rield with an or
rharge or charges. By way of example, of
the saixty-six Polish arms {itustrated in A
European Armorial, forty-three, or fully
65%, have gules [flelds. Seven (10%) have
azure flelds. The remalning sixteen have a
metal, partied or divided tietds, and
grneratly apprac to be of foreign origin.
Not one example of purpure appears in any
reference examined, and only solitary uses
of vert {(herb TOMKOWITZ) and sable {The
1and of Dobrzyn) as tields. The use of
metals  as field tinctures {s so rare as to
be virtnally non-existent. Note that not
alt families of a rod used the same
tinctures.

For purposes of discussion, Polish armory.

€an  be roughly divided into  three
categories:

1} Cypher & Demi-Cypher devices

2) Totemic devices

3) Adopted devices
NWe shall examine each category roughly in
descending order of importance.

Cypher & Demi-Cypher Devices: Unilke period
German Hausmarken, which vere often derived
from owner's initiais, Runic characters or
merchants*® marks, Polish

30
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VON REYLING CARRARA BOLLINGER
German 'Hausmarken' Arms

cypher devices apprar

have been adapted
pre-Christian c
property marks,
cyphers. These marks wvo
perhaps have been used

indicate ovwnership of 1t
or property, much 1
19th century cat
brands.

RESLER Indeed, most ‘of th
'cypheru would have ser
admirably as brands,

quite poasibly did.

The cyphers are genera

composed of strafight 1

and curves, arranged

GAV " form a simple pattern.

mafority are
bilaterally symmetrical, but many are n
Arrow-shapes, hatf-circles, and crucifo
are the most common basic elements, and
otten combined tb form more elabor
cyphers. By wvestern standards, the vis
difference between many of these cyphers
insignificant.

The Runic Connection: The resemblanc
between Pollish cyphers and Nordic runes ha:
often led to specvlation of a possibl
connection betveen the tva.
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‘Mowever; cloan. examination indicates the

‘1ikeness t3--probably coincidental. Anglo-
Saxon, Germanic, and Scandi{navian runes
vere essentiatly atphabetic systems,
developing from Nort@ern Italie sources.
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Nitiristningar, 'Rock Carvings'

The pre-historic Germanic peopiles utilized
plctoriat symbhola catled 'hB1tristningare,
or "rock-carvings". These aymbols were
particolarly common in Sweden, and vere In
use during the second Bronze Age up through
the Iron Age (1300-600 B.C.). Many of these
pre-runic symhols &trongly resembie the
later runes, as well as Polish cyphers. It
senms  quite feasible that the pre-historie
Siavic tribes developed a similar system.
Although some cypiiers do indeed appear
quite runic in nature, many others have no
similarity al1 to Nordic runes. Although
there |s possibly some graln of truth to
the concept of a cypher-runic 1ink, much
theories remain unproven. 1t |3 just as
plausible a theory that any resemblance Is
the vesutt of simitiar human thought
procesars, such as  {a  evidenced by the
existnnce of cruciforms in pre-Christian
Japanese mon. It {s {mpomsible to determine
the exact relationship hetween cyphers and
runic symbols, hut |t seems safe to asmume
that the connection is at best rather
dintant.

Potiash Bisron:s One nf the greatest
difficuities for heralds of the vestern



Poles dld not develop a system of hiazon,
as did the vestern Furoprans and Japanese,
but Inatead simply called each coat by it's
prociamatio, The clan name Imparted all the
Informatlon required, as.. each herb wan
consldered unique. While the Polish College
of Arms apparently withered avay during the
13th century, heralds still existed to
i¢rntify devices. With at most a ftew
hundred herbs to recati, It was no more
difticult for Pollsh heralds to remember
most Polish coats of arms than for
Anglo/French heralds to recognize
ordinaries and charges. The results when
non-Poles attempted to blazon Polish arms
vere generally avkward at best, and often
rather amusing. Nevertheless, faced vith
the necessity of fitting Polish cyphers
into the western heraldic method due to
their uase by wvestern Europeans, French and
Cerman heralds did blazon many Polish arms.
A tev examples, taken from Roftatap's
Armorial Général, and rough transiations of
the French blazoning of sowme Polish coats
of arms vill {1lustrate:

GNADKOHSKI: De gules 3 1a
croix de Lotraine d'argent
a 1a quelle manque Ins
bras senestre inferier 1le
plad tfendu en chevron
(Gules, a cross ol
Lorraine argent, sort ot
missing the lover sinlster
arm and the foot split
into a chevron)

GOCZEWSKIt+ De gulem a un
demi-annulet 1a courbe en
haut, sommé d'un fer 1a
fleche, le tout d’argent
(Qules, a demi-annuiet
curved upward, in chiet an
arrowhead, all argent)

HANSKI: De gules a trols
fasces alesees d'argent,
1a premiere plus longue
que 1a deuxieme, et
celle-cl plus longue que
1a troisieme (Cules, thre
bars couped argent, the
one dn chlef jonger than

OSTROZENCK! =guleny
un meuble-compose-de-trols
tancen viveers-- -alnoaens
CIYUnTBUCCL 'sutre celle en
chef en forme de M et les
deux autres en formes de
H, reunles an moyen d'un
vergette-en pal: qui-passe
par tenr centre 1ir  tout
d'argent (Gules, a charge
omposed of thrce bars [shatiow) dancetty
ouped, the one in chlef In the form of an
n*, the two below. In the .forms of "W,
nited in the manner of a palet through the
enter, all argent)

@ @l & &

PILAWA D'azur, a une
crolx Aleren dn  troix
traveranas d'argent, a s
quelte manrie Ir hran
intariryr A doxtre (Azurn,
a cross couped with three
oty argent, sort of
missing the arm on the
lnurr doxter)

TOMEOWITZ: De sinople, a

un lambel de trols
pendants d'argent, rn
ablame, ie pendant du

mitieu termine en boule
(vert, a l1abel of three
points  argent In fess
polnt, the middle point
terminating In a batl)

Q] &

foreigners. Common

S7ALAHA? D'azur ] un
cyclamor ou orle rond
d'or, 1a clirconterence
tnteriuvmure ornee de trois
croisettes pattes du meme
{dicigees vers 1e coeur de
: t'ecut (Azure, an annulet
or, the [Interior clrcum-
farrnce dnrcorated vith
thrre croasletn patty Or
pointing towards the [ess
point)

STOLOBOT: De gules a un
fer de fleche, crolse de
deux traverses, ie piled en
forme 1la fasce cromponnee
vers la bas aux deux
extremities, 1o tout d'or
{Gules, an arrovhead and
cross af two bars, the
foot in the form of a bar
cramponee, towards the
base two polnts, atl Or)

Below are are few typlcal cypher arms:

O

KRZYCZEHSKI RUDIFESZ KARNICKI
GRINSKI HAGA SZASZKIEWICZ

Demi-cypher devices are herbs vhich In a1l
probabliity vere originally cypher devices,
but over the years, due to poor rendering,
deliberate alteratlon or mls-blazoning,
became. ‘more - heraldicaily “conventional®.
hHQEwchqnqasmverewwortenfutha“~[esutt*u
relgn: . heralds: attempting  to-blazon the:
‘cyphers; -the Polish owners then keeping the
alteration to better deal wlth the
changes fnclude
modifying curves into crescents, scythes,
or horseshoes, straight 1lines Into arrows
ar spears, trlangles Into arrovheads,
cruciforms Into crossed lances, and ao
forth. Taking - another sampiing from A
European Armorial, fifteen of the
sixty-six, or 22%, can be consldered
probable demi-cypher arms.

It is geneérslly not difficuit to discern

what the orlginal cypher form vam in many
cases, as Is demonstrated by the following
examples)

JELITA The legendary
origin of this clan has
been related previously.
In all 1ixelihood, the
original form of these
‘arms wam a cypher lookling
much tlke a saltire couped
conjoined vith a palet
couped.

DOLEGA: The horseshoe
ensigned vith a cross vas
almost certalnly a deep
curved cypher encloeing a
stralght llne. This Is one
of the most common deaigns
In Pplish heraldry, and is
vsually azure with or
charges.
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TRABDY ARYNEK NALECZ

Totemic Devicens Many famliles, rather than
adopting a cypher as thelr arms, instead
used thelr pagan totem animal. Like many
primitive peoples, the early Slavs beljeved
that certain animal spirits could bring
them luck or pover. Unllke the heraldic
practices of Western Europe, vhose
animat-bearing devices regularly Included
fantastic monsters such as unicorns,
vyverns, griffins, and others, the Poles

tended to use local beasts on their armory.
This suggests that the creatures used were
totemic in orfigin. The Book of Beasts, a
translation of a 12th century Latin
bestiary, 1lsts dogs, bears, and 1ions
right alongside unicorns, phoenlxes, and
basiliske. To the mediéval mind, these
fantastic beasts vere every bit as real as
dogs and cats. The Poles vere as familiar
vith these legends as any Europeans.

Foxes, wolves, wild cats, lynxes, brown
bears, badgers, chamois, European bison,
wild boar and beaver are among the more
prominent mammals vhich could be found In
Poland [nto the heraldic period. Most of
these animals can also be found in Polish
armory. The only fantastic creature to be
tound 1in the reference materials 1a a
gritfin, borne by herb GRYF, an obvious
cant.

CIOLEK ROGALA SHINKA
[V
GRYF SZASZOR
POMYANOW WALNY STARYKON

Therefore, it vould appear that the
primitive Slavs seiected local animals as
totems, rather than ones they vere
unfambitar with. {(L.ione, It shoutd porhaps
hr noted, st111 survived {n monthern furope
and  the Mid-East (nto historic times.)
Thes=2 pagan totems continued Into historic
times as coats of arms.



Adaptrd Devicea: HMost herbs that violate BIBLIOGKAIUY ¢
the tincture rules or simpliclity of Polish e

armory will be found to be of forelgn Adachi, Fumio: Japanese Design Hotifs
origin. Due to the coantinual [luctuations
of roland's harders, and the Polish habit pDavies, Norman: God's Playground: A History of Poland (Vol.l)
of electing forelgners to assume the Crovwn,
thn Infiux of +  rrusslan, Austrlan, Fox-Davies, Arthur Charles: The Art of lleraldry
liungarian., and other arms was constant. 5
Hany of these foreigners married Into the Elliot, Ralph W.Y,t Runes: An latroduction
szlachta, and thelr arms were adopted as
well. Even the White Eagle arms of the Friar, Stephen:t A Dictionary of Heraldry
folisrh Crown was adopted from a foreign
coat sometime in the 13th eentury. Graf, Jakob: Animal Life of Europe
rollah Achlovementar The achievements of Leonard, HWalter: Das Grosse Buch der Wappenkunst
Polish nnhles were generally simple. The v
helm could be alther barred or a closed
Lesieckl, d - b be" {Coat of .V .
tournament heim. Unlike in Anglo/French esiec Wilodzimierz: "The noble tribe" {(Coat of Arms: Vol.VI, Na.132)
heealdry, §n 'eland the roloc, number  of
hara, and positlon af the heim (Affronté or Plnches, R. & Wood, A.: B European Armorial
sidevays) carried no significance. Reitstap, J.B.: Armorlal Général
Rather than wreaths or torses, as used in &
the west, Pollsh mobles tended to use a Stallns, Baron: Vocabulalre-Atlas Héraldique
crown to mount thelr crests upon. The style von Volborth, Carl: Heraldry of the World
af crown monst commonly used was compored of
1 ? ? € d t ] .
three  lcaves  an wo  pearls, which Vollard, V.& H.V.: Illustrations to the Armorial Général

theoretically served all of the nobllity.
t.ater, a (lve-pronged design tipped with
prarls was occasionally used, although this
::z;:r'::asu:ve:l:e::::. ::7:euu:h§f ::L:;: Woodward, John: A Treatlse on Heraldry, Britlsh & Foreign
did not carry the same meaning as it would
fn western Europe, It seems the Poles were
more informal about practices that vould be
taken as pretentious in the west.

Bardzo Dzlekuje,

Erasimlerz Waspanleskl

White, T.0.1 The Book of Beasta

)
Crests tended to follov either of two
patterns: One, the crest would duplicate
the charge on the shleld, oftimes with the
addition of a background of ostrich or
peacock feathers. Two, the crest would In
somc manner recall the proclamatio. For
example, the herb of LIS btare a cypher on
fv's shield, but the crest was a demi-fox
isguant from the crown. ('Lis' means "fox" Dedicated to the memory of
in Pollsh.} Stnce the Poles did not hold Roae §. Brady, née Laskowski
tournaments, and were unconcerned with : 1906-1981
conflicting charges, Polish crests never
developed to the extremes that they did in
England, France, or Germany.

LODZ1A LESZCZYC

Susmmary: Tolish arms exemplified the
noclety from which they developed: they
were hoth almple and  prralstent. Alvays a
poor klngdom, Poland (aced both interpat
and external threats throughout it's
existence.. Poland'as contlnued struggle to
forgr itself into a legltimate natlon Bsafe
from It's aggressive aeighbors to north,
south, ~rast and west led It to retain many
ancient tradltions, cypher arms being the
most visuvally striking.

Pfolish elements can be (ound in the armory
of France, Prussia, Austcla, Llithuania, and
Italy. The rulers and nobllity of wmany
natlons found It expedient to marry into
Pallsh dynasties. Thua, Pollsh heraldry
eatablished {tself 1{in the vest, providing
an unusual and colorful addition to the art
of heraldry.
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Bcout

YQYC

6ilent as sunlight
Eifting through the em'rald trees
child of forest song

(9Vo\

(NN

. wizard
heartswept, wings of fire
yearning skyward, ho respite
Wisdom is Power

(NN X

barbarian

cold lands lead to warm
fear, pain, sorrow, even death -- lost
in Berserkergang

(NN

healer

above the charnel
dispenser of life and death
like some primal god

(NN

(NN

~ paladin

iron. haloed in light
blesser of touched and touching
flame born, life giver

anti-paladin

x,

. iron. shrouded in dusk
| thief of life's breath from dead foes
ash spawned, death's touch

Ty,

|

Fy
ey

bard

peacemaker, dreamer
weaving the fabric of time
lest the past be lost

e,

(NN

HAIKU

man's flesh and blood, eye and heant k

combat a awifl darce of deaih

19.0/0191919/99191910]9]9]9195)

archen A
bow's wood and sinew 4

combined, one weapon . 4

wench ‘1l
Ldower midst combat 5
e <

gladly cheening the victoa

whatever his name

.

WaANLLLOR

dtauncheast of the bold ,
no magic save a fieace heant 9

and a will to win

a44a444n 9‘4 '
clad in night's embnace y N
chosen prey stalked in silence % 51‘

face of death unseen

NoN

ACN

druid

1

919,00,

n

trees are but doomwayas
2o the heaat of the Fonest
hea childnen have hkeys

monk

waa as an asd Loam

peace wavught of chaoa

mon4iten

human shape concealed
hidden hungen let e3scape
beast within nevealed




A HISTORY OF GUILDS

Societies of artisans or guilds have existed in Europe since the
11th century. They were established when merchants wanted to protect
their goods and lives from robbers and the King's toll roads as well
as other merchants. The object of the guilds was to hold a monopoly
on a trade in each city. Each guild received a charter from the King
or local lord allowling them exclusive rights to their merchandise.
Anyone caught selling goods when he did not belong to that guild was
deprived of his goods and run out of town. Only if he received
permission and paid a high fee to the ‘guild was he all pwed to trade
in that town.

The merchant and craft guilds were set up like ministure

communities. Each guild elected its officers and levied dues to pay

_ of their wares and set standards of weights, measures and quality.

They could punish workmen for charging more than the "just price" or
those Qho put out poor articles or gave short weight. There were men
called searchers who inspected guild members' wares to make sure that
it was up to standard. If a dyer's work was unsuitable, he was fined.
If the numbers of threads in a weaver's cloth was short, his looms
were destroyed.

But the guild not only regulated its wares. If a m ember fell
ill or got in trouble, the guild helped out. If a guildmember died,

his widow and children were taken care of. The gquild used its

Sk



influence to promoté good behavior among its members as well. A
member could be expelled for bad conduct. "If anyone be a common
brawler, or given to quarrels: or be a vagabond, or be guilty of any
crime whereby the brethren may incure scandal, he shall be admonished
once, twice or thrice, and the fourth time he shall be wholly ‘expelled
from the brotherhood."

The ways of eéch trade were kept secret except for those who were
guildmasters. There are three levels withi a guild: apprentice,
journeyman and master. An apprentice began his three to twelve years
service when he was around eight years old. The length of his service
depended on the skill required for his craft. In addition to being a
student, he was a domestic servant and helper. The master's wife
could require his help in the house and other workmen could send him

on errands. Around the shop he was the one who opened the shop in the

morning and closed it at night. He also scru, bbed the floor and kept

the place clean. When his apprenticeship was over; he was examined by

V”thé"gﬁiiy éiﬁaffhfiQ;égyféised‘EdrEhe rahk of’jdﬁfheran.
The jdufneran (French journeé for day) hired out his services to
master craftsmen for wages. His goal was to save up enough money to
set up his own shop. The jourﬁeyman went frbm town to town both in
- search of work but to also broaden his knowledge. No journeyman could
become a master until he was able to do the kind of work required by
his quild. In order to test his knowledge, the wardens of the guild
would set him to some task. This was called his masterpiece, and he
must carry out the task, be it carving or weaving, without the aid of
others. The entire procedure must be carried out while in the

presence of the judges. If they approved of his work, he then paid a

fee and was awarded the title of master craftsman. A person usually

35



achieved the rank of master craftsman while in his 20's.

The guilds had many rules that governed. the relations between
master; journeyman and apprentice. A boy apprenticed to one master
could not change to another without the approval of the officers of
the guild. If he misbehaved his master had the right to pumish him.
If a master mistreated his apprentice, the boy could appeal to the
guild. If an a[;prentice ran away, his place was kept open for a
certain length of time; and if he did not return within that length of
time he was punished. No master could tempt away another master's
workmen by offering higher wages. If a master had more work than he
could manage then he could ask for temporary assistance from one of
the other masters. 1If any master failed to clothe his apprentices
well and instruct them properly in their craft, he was tried and
punished by the guild.

Most of guilds had a distinctive uniform—or livery, as it was

“such as feasts, weddmgs, and holidays. This livery was bright in
color and varied with the fashion of the time and taste of the
guildmembers. Usually it was of two colors — scarlet and green,
scarlet and black, gold and black, gold and blue, and scarlet and blue
The right side was one color and the left of the other. When complete
the costume consisted of a hood and a gown, but sometimes only the
hood was worn. The quilds also had banners on which emblems of their
guild was displayed.

Every guild had its patron saint, and on that saint's day the

members of the guild dressed in their livery and, carrying their

banner, processed to the church for the service. Afterward they had

36

called——-—whlch all members wore when they met on ceremonlal occas:Lons,;



a feast in their guildhall.

The guilds began the decline when the cities grew too large to
contain the trade. The expan ding trade and industry during the
sixteenth century took away the power from the guilds. But though
they faded away, the guilds of the Middle Ages produced beautiful

work, much of which still remains in Europe for people to see.

" New Book of Knowledge. Grolier Incorporated. Danbury, Conneticut.

Volume 7, 1986.

Medieval Days and Ways. Gertrude Hartman. The Macmillan Company .

New York, New York. 1968.




Herbal Medicine

Herbalism-- the word itself sparks images of Indian
shamans, medieval apothecaries and unusual religious cuilts,
Modern herbologists have reached the conclusion that
Our ancestors were practically born with-- herbs are
functional as well as beautiful, Nature has provided
us with a method to take better care of ourselves and
we are too skeptical to do anything about it. Once upon a
time 1earningvabout herbal remedies along with their
specific restorative and curative properties was part
of every day life. Now, unfortunately, few people
understand the benfits of herbs and even fewer individuals

are skilled at using them,

The art of using herbs for healing purposes is
easy. In fact, at one time herbology was referred to as

"simpling". Certain properties such as odor, color,

d taste are easy to remember. Herbs found

1“thé205inﬁéf%5155iés that océdf there. So, it is basicdlly
only necessary to study the local herbs. This narrows the
field even.further. Plants have many properties like hot an
and cold, smooth and rough along with wet and dry.. Other po
polarities exist and can be uged when figuring herbal

cures for various symptoms. These characteristics can be

equivocated with various diseases. Therefore, a body

with a hot disease such as a high fever can be treated
with a coollng plant. Several detoxifiers found in some
fruits and many dlfferent types of flower petals can be
used. Poor circulation, which is a cold based dlsease,4can
be'treéted with different.treé barks, dandelions and even

ginsing. 38



nerps main functions are to act as detoxificers,
maintainers, and toners. It generally is necessary to
remove toxins'from the body that are either the cause
or result of a disease. This often creates weakness
and drains- the body of most of its energy so that one
must rebuils the system'sustrengﬁh and maintain it so the bo

body can begin the processes to heal itself.

Much can be learned through the study of herbalisnm.
It is véry unfortunate that our society looks down on
remedies that have existed as long as siékness has.
Perhaps one day we can take the time to investigate
and relearn much of the knowledge that has been lost
to us through out history. The Washington Square Press

" has published a Pocket Book titled The Way of Herbs written

by Dr. Michael Tierra which defines many of the ways

in which anyone can safely use herbs. This book .gives the

reader definitions for different herbal applications, when

“varisties.
With so much Knowledge available to us in this
book and the others likg it it seems odd that a sbciety'
1iké ours that is so concerned with good health has
yet not yet made hettér use of natural remedies. Nature
managed to create.the causes for all of the sicknesses that
we suffer from. Thankfully it has also given us the

methods and materials needed to cure ourselves all we

need to do is to' take advantage of nature's medicine chest.




Unto Lthe popidace,
Greetinga. .,

As aome of you moy know, i my wndane
Life T woak Lo the Ci (i, meniloaing.
aociad progaams and phujaicad pangecty
dedigned Lu hedp £ Pusa'a needy.  Some Lime ago, 7 waa wakoed

Lo contaidute nfoamalion and opinivns Lo g publicalion being
devadoped by the United Stalas Confeacnce of thaan Seaviceq
Officialy, Wa accently qeceividd o copy, Cae of the que vt ion
we weae aaled waa "What paog s b ld Do dove luped (o

heldp aemedy the pavlidom. of young peaple i the (hilod Staloa?”,
They chuae Lo quote my unswea a4 a good auggestion; "Paovide
Antenesting aecrealivnal actlivitied fun young people, oppoaliatitic
Loa puaitive svciad indeaaclion and o peea suppoat Ay vlem”.

Suv what dves this huve Lo do wilh Autgand? 7 waa thinking.

oL Amtgand when, 7 wavte L, That's aight, /mtgaad ian 'l

Fusad a great way Lo apend youa Saluaday ofleanvona.  Accoading
{o a group of nativnal expeals, its a quod way Lo help auve
the wondd, Sv when [faiends and fomily ash what you'ae getting.
vut of Amlgoad, aague Lhal i.ta umalhless, that ita PO LA
youn mind, jusd il Lhem with thia one, Tell them {hal,
accoading Lo "A Statua Repoald on Childaen in Amenica's Citi PR
a pavgaam on:-club which paovides {nleaealing nccacalional
activities fLoa young puople, a4 well as nppoalunilics fua
paditive guelald indeaaction and a peea suppoat Ay aem haaq
potential: fonzliedping doivdodve the ~pavdlen’s vl today s

yowth, e " o '

Today's fun ia Lomoaaow' gavwing. In smdgard we Leaan

€tv cane fLoa pevple whu ane veay different faom ws, aacioldy,
dociadly, neligiousdy, We ace value ayalema vthea Lhan
thode we were ngiqold wilh, we think, we caeute. And in
duing these things, we make Antgard avmething biggea and
bettea than it would appeaa at u cuasvay glance. Of counae,

gD
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Unto the Genercus Feoples of the Realm of Amtgard,
I Bend Greetings from the Barony of the Golden Flains.

It 1is with great pride and pleasure that I introduce my homeland,
the Barony of the Bolden Flains, to the peoples  of far-off and
mysterious lands. The Golden Flains, Land of the Setting Sunm, is the
vassal c=tate of the Kingdom of the Emerald Hille located mundanely in
Amarillo, TX. Our first and current monarch, Haron Lord Ecldwen
keinholt, is the Hillsman that founded this barony and brought the
torch of Amtgard to the flatlands. As a Scout, he covered many miles
following trade routes wuntil he found himself far from his homeland.
€Clearing away the natural vegetation, he established s =mall stronghold
that later grew into the Barony of the Golden Plains. Now our banner, a
red sun against a blue sky halfway setting on a golden plain, billows
in the breeze from our walled city.

Since our Investiture five months agoy we have arown. The
Piainemen of the HNorth, as cur motherland sometimes calle us, have
worked hard, and slowly culture and society have developed. My
predecessor, Greywalker, published two issuesz of our newsletter, the
Herald's Cry. ©Several Plainsmen have attended three major events:
Emerald Hills 1st Anniversary, the Coronaticn of our motherland’s Queen
Alessandra, and the ever-popular Gathering of the Clans '89. Garb was
zlow in coming, but now most members own at least one piece. We have no
households {yet), but the Golden Flains is home to tuo companies, the
Sentinels and the Iron Gauntlet. FRumors abound with tales of other
companies, households, and even an Alchemy Guild, but only time will
tell. Our worst failing, perhaps, is that we know little of the =social
graces or courtly etiquette. However, we are =till yourig, and will
undoubtably grow out of this barbaric state with time.

Our Populace 1is growing slowly, but steadily. We have two nobles
living within our walls: ocur monarch, Barcn Lord Eoldwen Reinholt, and
his countryman, Sguire Lord Dustin Goldenmane, a recent immigrant fraom
the Emerald Hills., I am Flynn Telemon, Vizier of the Barony of the
Golden Flains, handling the responsibilities of Frime Minister. Our
Lord General, Champion of our realm, is the forminable {to us) Hancson
Foebane. . The-i bl irate assassin Sicarius Ceacus is the Bolden
Plains S er i travelling Flainswnen  include
Caerwent Ex” (formerly called Enay the Hunter), and Desari. We presently
have fifteen regular members {twenty-three registered), but we hope to
grow to the size of County or Duchy within a yEar.

The Flainsmen are eager to hear from any and all lands that are
willing to write or call. With everyone giving us a warm welcome, the
penple of the Gelden Plains want teo return your genercsity and
friendship. Everyone has been most kind. Yiwvat Amtgard! :

Yours In Service,

Flynn Telemon, VYizier and Plainsman
Member of'the Iron Gauntlet

RWFNET Hatcalus




ISTSBq WOPBUTY{I93UT ue uo 37 abeinoous 1IT4 3Inqg ‘s1qrssod
SIou usAa jJoadse Butherdaior sya 3)rw  Afuo 3jou T[ITAM eyr
‘3T uo Burpta ,Lsuow, aaey S9PTS Yyloq FT umsw TTTM o3indsTp
19pI0q ' Yons 3jeym surbewr -sn U3tm ,sa3indsip 19pioq, 3noqe
pajof Apesaare sawvy ardoad STITH PpPTeIL2Wwx ayg *SIATIswaYy
AT A13 3ybrw Aayzy ivyl Awouoss Ino ut ybnous pPI3saTazut
3q Arqeqoxd TTTM pIvhiuy ut sdnoib I9y3o ‘K1Ten3uaag
satduts LpIebawy Kq pailoazge It ST Moy ng -

‘Kauow jo frop 1vaibh © JO 9seq v saevy aM ‘yiiom
abexsaw ue paubisse Butsq a1Tw osxenbs yowa pue ‘puetl 3Jo
‘TW *Bs Q0Q’YHFT UITM rabeutoo ano zo3 STseq  a1qe3s, A3izead
B SARY oM uUIYl ‘I3aaMoy ‘39s  are Xay3s aoup *S3TIPpUNOq
INO 318s 03 9axy A3zsad sn S9ARAT 3Pyl oOs .m:OHumcﬁmmEa
Ino ut ATuo uTng peieg Aq poumo ST PU®¥T STY3l ‘ssanos 3o

*91qrUOSESIUN 3},UST 3T OS ‘sz9proq ano Aq payonoijun sexay, jo0
%59 Inoqe S9AEST TTTIS IT *3ITq ® 23nb ST 3T ing ‘spunos 3T
Se puefl yonw s 3,usT eyl ‘Kiten3joy 'S8TI0 Sxenbs 000'%VT
L193ewtxoxdde o 2In6TY ® y3TtM dn aures 3sm pue ‘passedwoosus
3T DPUBT uyonw Moy 3 DpayoOT SM ‘(3T  prp UIOTUBRYITN
ITS - dew soTU ® g,3T pue} umerp sem deu 3yz aouQ

£OSUIS IYEW 3BY] SaoQg

‘DTP AaUl arogyeq spuet IT3Y3 pawTeTs aM IT wayjy
03 ITeJ 3q jou pinom 3T pue ‘sdnoab piebwy 13yjzo Butdotraaap
3q ATI®niusAs TTTM SSTITD Tolew 3yl AToyTl ST 3T 3eyl 3oeg
943l JO 9s5nedaq ‘papnioxa OSTE aIaM SaT3To  Io(EeR *uTeWOp
INO Ispun satuoreg Y3 103 3dooxs ‘sdnoib prebiury  I3yjzo
a4yl yo Aue IpNTOUT JOU 031 uUsYRl SEM SIED ng  ‘Axer3Tqie
I9U3BI S9ATaIsWSY3l Ut 9Iv pajou . 2IsM eyl SaTIRpUNOq
syl "STTTU pu® SISATI se yons Satiepunoq TeEINjBU Syl
butsn ’‘sexar o dew TPax © uo paseq sem 31 ‘uing peaIrg Jo
Ayong pueas ayj Butiordap umeap semidewt e ‘poAToouco butoag
SBM STYI TT® uUaym ‘obe syauow TeIsAdS "UT sawod uotjeutbHewt
343 3Iaym ST ey ¢9A®Y 9M OD pueT yonu Moy *Sn  spunoxins
ABYy puel JO B3IP ur Jo pasodwoo ST 3t 3ey3z bButuesw ‘Ayong
Papuey ® ST ’‘Ayong puern syz ‘utng  peaeg “MOYy 5,319y

LMOH *sasop
‘puey 13ylzo ayy uo ‘pueT ang -sn. uodn JT9s3T ut 3Joedwt Ttesx
Ou sey os pue ‘prebijuy ur Susddey eyl bButyzhue AKq paloeajye
39 3,UEd 3T 3eyy ST ybnoyil ‘prob yita watqoxd ayg

‘uo _abrutoo Ino aseq o3 ‘ptrob
9YTIT ‘S3VINOSDI TrAI 2ARY oM jey3y sutbewT o3 I9pI0 UT asn
ASEIT 3® 10 ‘uo jueq 03 Butob aIE am Ieyy arqissod prebawy
SIyew eyl -HUTYl [nIIspuoM 3IBY3} S,3T  ‘pagpur ‘sox

‘uotTyeuthHewy

¢3T ST 3eyM -asn
103 aTqeTieae ATTPESI ‘3T JO arols 1voxh v Sey paebaury ut
suokieaa Arqeqoxad pue ‘butdseyazes Jo junouwe jesib ® axtnbazx
3,Us30p pue ‘asn o3 Ases ST 3IT "STSBq ¥ yons se asn  uwro

.94 1PYl JAEY 3M eyl BUTU} 2UO ST J1aY3l puy SST3  BUTYISUWOS
LpuTy o3 pey am ‘aroraisyl f{Sutod Ino I03 STSeEq ® Ss® 3T
;3snijou prnoo am Atsnotraqo os ‘pyob Kue aaey Arres: 3,uop aM

‘1T2M -PpPIob ‘ssingsd o ‘sT Butylswos STUL °9NTRA OTSUTIIUT
i3ealIh SBY 3Byl I9sST9 Buryjlswos jJo asATIEIUasaIdar e 3sn{ ST
. Kauour.-ayl TTe 3Ing ‘Asuow aAry IM "9D0U331STXD I0T STSEqQ B  SPY
. AWDUODS . 9Y3l PTIoM suepunu oyl ut ‘Mouy I7® nok se ‘MoN

o *aI0uW ul3A® prebiury
oadse ButAerdstoxr ey3z vyatM dray TTIM pue ‘s1qekofua
PUT3IS9I2IUT arow us9Ad IonbayoXy oyl oW o1  Butob
AT PU® ‘DassoIpDE Sq TTTM 3T ‘IoasMoy ‘AT3I0US “*aq o1
U 3,UpTP 3IT asneoaq Arutew ‘ssodind uo PSSS2IPpPE 30U SeMm
auo sTYL ‘Awouoss sy3a uT puey Jo asn syz Jo 3Ioalgns
m3«m:ﬂnu auo 23ey3z pue ‘swry oy3z 3 pauoTIUSW  SBM
UEnoyl ‘sssippe lou pIp Isnbayoxy 8yl JFo ssaibuoy 3ISITL
APYl BUTY} BUO ST 3I9Y3 ‘osieme are ordoad Kuvw sy

(23T 3,UpTP ‘3I°Y3l noik 7331 o3 ybnous
au 3001) SATSSTW STYI IO 309fgns syl st I9nbayoxmy oyl
TUSSTY 39Ul Jo 3U3IX9 3Y3 pur ‘uayl 3I2uls 1ITq ®  23Tnh
pausatTy (ATTRnIo® ‘weyl 3O yioq) ©IpT Byl ‘TTaM

*fem 3yl BUOTE 2IBYMBWOS IS3YD 2INSEII] © ut 2INseaiy
PUTI sio3sanb 39T 03 3a[ge 3aq 03 3EaU aq KAT[EaI prhom
BY} B9PT 9U} YiTM ‘PIATIOUCD SEM DPITND §,I01sand 2u3
SWT1 Swes 9yl Inoge JTasAu pue ‘YTINY Yjoows SeB SWII]
Uy Ut uMouy ST oyMm ‘TTEYSIER Apues Xq payojley seM eapt
INo iSuInl 31T SY ‘3ssuoy ArqriIsl 8q Ijou prnos 1eya
‘oN *Awouooe ue BuTA®Y JO JIT®S3IT ®BaOpPT 8yl 103 (&TIng
SEaT 3®) 3ITPaIo syl sye3 o3 puajut 3,ucp I ‘moN

"PTP I OS ‘®apT 3yl olut I2daap uUaaa
;03 aWw I0J JUSTOTIINS 9I9M ‘3797 I ‘SUOSESI OM3 9SSYTL
4 B S urng peled 3O 3juswrsllsq aylx 107 pue’ ‘I3yjo
oy ‘aayisbol oM 03 oatdoad Burberinooua [aWTl Jwes
B STTUA ‘qnid ayl I03y pIey poaxIom 3eyl ordosd pIemar
3sAS B SE 9AI9S PINOM 13T 3IPYl SBM SUOSEST Juateaaxd
8yl FO U0 3Ing ‘pUTW 03 IWRD JPY] SUOSEII TERISASS OI9M
‘siamsue arqrssod syl Butzspuod ‘JybStu je desys o3
BUn ‘paq ut AT I 3Byl aw payzznd os uot3lssnb aya ‘paspur
¢ (UTNQ peleg Ut Awouocds ue Surjesio Jo 3dao

Y3} O3UT 3SATIp ATSNOTIIS 03 uebaq ATTruibrIo

ITSsAu Yse pey I 1oyl NOIISIND INO SI IUIH

Tanbsyoxd 3yl Jo I0UIACH

auols K919 syl jo
sn{pAraq piog

Aq

;mﬂbommuxm dHL QZA QUYOLWY NI QNYT JO dSn FHL

L2



e

, ‘prebyuy Jo e

ATTngadoy pue ‘utng pexeg o3 suotado 210w  bButaq o3 8i1Tsap
SU3l pue UOTIPUTBRWT ST S9)e3 37 TV "TT® 3@ puel 3o9jyje
'yl syojoey Iayjzo Aue I0 puel ay3z Uuo SuUOT3eDTITIICY JO
yibuaIls ay3 BUTUTULISISP 107 weisAs v ®g PINOD 313yl ‘aIsuutm
24yl o3 puel 3o TtTeoaed UTERISO B I9A0 uiny ‘suoIsssduocd
DTWOUODI  SYRW PINOD IEM 3IPYL JO ISSOT IYy ‘IeM © 7 oJxoy3y
JI "prebauy ut op sm 3eyMm Aq peolosyge aq TTITM pur ‘jaom
TITM Ieu3 welsAs e saey am ‘uing peIed JO Y3IbusIs TeosTy
9yl BuTuTWIZlap 103 Wo3lsAs v se puer Butsn ‘Aem styz Uzt

: . - Tanbayoxyg
Y3 UT 3SN S3T 9ouUPYUS TTTM 3IEY] WSTTPSI IO 1293 © drysasumo
puey Arxeurbewt yo jdsouoo 2yl aATb TTITM STYL ‘*SOURINODO |yl
30 @anjeu sy3 uo bButpuadep ‘3TI9URq DPOIBTDOSS® S3IT 3ATIDad
I0 ‘swaTqoad psieTsosse S3T Joy oarqrsuodser og TTTM  Asujy
uayl ‘IsumopueT ® o3 suaddey soueInooo ue yons ToABUSUYM

*o39
‘sdoxs juepunge ‘pootz ‘aybnoap ‘usupaezIT Xq SUOTSBPAUT SsP®
Uons ‘S90UBINDDO TERANJBU wWopuer I0T MOTTE TITM 23evya wajsis
B JUSAUT TITM pue ‘aniea pue ‘Juswasscadwt ‘sseyoand puet
Jo s3ioadse [Te ut pasn sq o3 saxnpsooad asyy jJo JuswdoTaaap
9u3l 103 arqrsuodsex A7a{os oq TITM 3DTIJO0 SsTYTL *Juswsbeury
PUPT JO 92TFIO 9Y3} pay(ed aq TTTA IBUM YSTTqe3sa TTITM 3T pue

‘oTdol AI19A STU3 18A0D 03 PINSST aq TTTM PUBWWOD S, I0UIRA0D
B 4BTTYM 3X0ys AI19A ® U ‘810309194l “sSTTEl®p 9ssyy o3
Burpual 3o ssodand 810s 3yl I0J PIjEsIdD IOTIIJO UE B SISY]
U3 sextnbai 371 ‘aow pue ‘S3TURTIBA  9S9Y3  TT® UYITH

‘ubisaqg

*SY31BUSIIS TTEM
*sjuswasscadwt Jo 2zZTsS
*UOTIONIISUOD 0 K3TTEnd

o000

s tpueT vodn psoeld (SBUTPTINng)
m>0u&Eﬁm:uuumwwmum:u‘mm:ﬂ:u 3mwm m.mumm

‘yaTesM TeISUTH O
*ssa00v AeMmIsieM o
‘uoT3IeASTI O

e}

o

*efruteIp pPUR TTRIUTEY
"TTOS 8Yy3 30 SsSauYoTy

TpueT
MTeA 3Y3 30933 TTIM 3yl sburtyl Mag ® s,s19H 3T vuodn
P1d sjuswaAoxdwy Syl pue puey 3ID9FJe JBY3 SIOJIOBJ SNOTIVA
butuTWwISlep 303 wejsAs v adope asnw oM ‘butierdaTox
suas  Aue  U3TM  pasn 8q 03 ©purf{ JI03 IDPIO Ul

: “wieal a3yl Jo yoIvuOwW BYIY
navase pue ‘(Aue JT ‘pueT 3BYJ SUMO oYM Nuel IsybTty JoO
OU ®).pIOTIBA0 STY 03 3oa{qns aq ‘uiny ul ‘IT{IM DIOTIBAO
*aTqou yons I2YIo I0 uoreq TeoO0T 9@Yyj Ariensn ‘puet
JO: PIOTISA0 3Y3 03 3oalgns ag IITA JI9ploysaiy ¥ ‘ased
'3 UT ‘9sINOO IO -puey oyy Shedrd 03 3ubtx sya aseyosand
o1doad 10 ‘aq Avw 8I9Yl. IBY] UCSEDI IIADIEYM I03F
pajue1b sie oym atdooad Aq pey sq ued osIYL *§proyeaiy
o1 atdoad 03 X3TTTQR 9Y3l S OSTE TTTM 9a=yg

- ‘oM3 03 pasoddo se ‘a)ng puein suo aq ATUo TTTM
3 PUE. ‘@)ng puRin ysesusaq suotTiTsod =yl 103 dn 38s Byl
TTAS TITM oM ‘I9A9107 Ayong puean ® Aeas oM 31

saTuoreqg BZI
S3TIUNODSTA b9
SYIeW ZE
saT3unoy 9t
setyong g
S3TYONG Yo2Ivy ¥
SaTYong pueIn g

. : tbutMoTTOT 243
ns 03 dniss syl saey Apesite TITM @M ‘(inoX putw ‘3T,
I) wopbuiy ® aq o3 =py7osp am ‘Xep suo 3T ‘spaom
TPUTW UT YaMolxbh yatm paprtaTp 9 TTITM pue ‘Ajunoo ®
.9y3 03 Auoleq ® Jo 3215 ou3l butuTwisaysp Jo sasodand
UTYITM XOQ ® UTYITM XOQ ® JO STSEq 22U} U0 NIOM
SUOTIDSS JULISIITP O3UT PIPTATP ©q [TITIM uTng peIed
urIH AYL, “jaom  TTTM Ppuel AKAem syl s,910H

L3



Some one once said "you can't train a

cat. You can train dogs, seals, elephants,
dolphins and snakes but you can't train
cats." Let us examine this bigoted, biased
and downright xenophobic statement. I can
agree in part; true, you can't train a cat
to do what he doesn't care to do. You can
however convince a cat that he really does
want to.do something. ]

First of all, where .

is  the- '~ on” ‘the” sentence 1in
question? Is it on "you" or on "cat" or on

both?  Are YOU incapable of training a cat,
is the CAT incapable of being trained or
are the two of you hopelessly incompatible?
To take it one step further; why on earth
would you want to train a cat in the first
place? Answers to all of the above are:

L. If you are possessed of basic common
sense, a modicum of patience, and the guile
and deceit worthy of a sixth level assassin
then you are indeed capable of training a
cat.

2, If the cat is possessed of basic com-
mon sense, a modicum of patience and rolls
an 18 for ego (generally not a problem with
any cat I've ever met) then the cat will
indeed accept training,

3. Some training is absolutely necessary

Ly

" speak of secondary

if the two of you plan on being room-mates,
i.e.,

THE LITTER BOX FIXATION MUST BE IMPRINTED
ON THE CAT'S BRAIN PAN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!

Failure to accomplish this basic training
is not only CATastrophic it can result in
CATatonia, CATalepsy, CATarrha, (a posi-
tive CATalog of disasters) and commonly
leads to CATaclysms and acts as a CATalyst
to immure the beast in a CATafalque or to
use your little furry friend as the payload
for a CATapult (preferably aimed in the
general direction of CATalonia). Luckily,
litter-box training is so easy that the
word '"training" is an overstatement.
Usually all you have to do is take infant
cat person, place gently in litter box
(suggestively scratch at the litter as
an incentive) and sit back while your 12
ounce tiger im training proceeds to dig
furiously, centers fanny over resultant
depression, assumes an abstracted expres-
sion and produces. Incidentally I have
never figured out how an adorable 1little
collection of fluff and buzzes can produce’
urine of a strength and potency that if you
get any closer than 2 feet from the litter
box you can go blind not to mention what it
does to your nasal passages.

On the assumption both of you pass this
ilestone in feline etiquette we shall now
e encouragement. Under

consider various
encouragement of
use the words
encouragement is the
You probably do not want

secondary we shall
desirable traits and the
same. Note that I did not
"teach" or "train" ...
operative word.
your cat ‘to:

1. Climb curtains .. so you give kitty
something else to c¢limb, i.e., yourself
(wear jeans and heavy sweatshirt when deal-
ing with kitten - attack dog padding ((4
hit point armor)) when dealing with mature
feline). Encouraging a cat to climb you
may sound wierd but it saves the curtains.
The positive note is that as the cat ma-
tures and gains weight he will probably
stop using your body as his own private
jungle gym. After the cat reaches 6 to 10
pounds you will no longer provide a stable
platform - and cats generally don't like to
rock and roll.



Another positive note, cats can dif-
ferentiate between your fragile nylons,
silks, and heirloom
oz. denim work pants. Convincing them to
do so however is another story.

2.

Scratch furniture (actually, CAT is
not scratching per se - CAT stretching
muscles and sharpening claws) s0 en-

courage (there's that word again) kitty to

sharpen claws elsewhere. It is a fact,
though little known, that fair to good
quality wall to wall carpeting cannot be

damaged by any cat smaller than a mountain
liom. Here is how you do it: You and
kitty get down on rug. You and kitty play.
During the course of play pat (not pet -
PAT) kitty firmly and enthusiastically on
back right above hindquarters. This will
make kitty feel so good he will immediately
want to dig in claws and stretch and since
he's already on the carpet that's where
he'll indulge his exuberance. Encourage
junior varsity 1lion in this and I can al-
most guarantee he'll never want to scratch
elsewhere.

Also, cats understand '"NO" when used
sparingly, appropriately, and when
delivered in a distainful tone of voice.
Actually what you do is embarrass the cat
by intimating that no cat of
wha

any breeding

sweaters and your 16°

Cat
You and
Note,

open drapes to window with a view.
will probably opt for the window.

the cat will work out a compromise.
you cannot keep cats from napping on your
bed or investigating kitchen counter tops.
The only solution is to have a bedspread
that matches the cat's fur. Better yet get
a furry bedspread to start with then the

cat can only add additionmal fur which, if
you have chosen your colors well, merely
enhances the bedspread's ambiance. As for
trespassing on the kitchen counter the
solution is simple - don't leave anything
on the counter for the cat to check out.
Cats are the ultimate pragmatists. If it's
not rewarding they won't do it.

All the above serves to emphasize two

very important words when dealing with cats
- "encourage" and "compromise". You cannot
bend a cat to your will; you cannot force,

coerce, or intimidate a cat. You can
however negotiate. Detente is a good word.
One last warning - NEVER, EVER hit a cat.
Hitting a cat produces the exact opposite

of what you're trying to get the cat to do
or not do.

complis e ffect NO" by s
clearing her throat and raising one eyebrow
(implying the cat was an uncultured mnerd).
Just be careful not to mortify the cat in
front of witnesses. Not only will the cat
not amend the erroneous behavior he will
actively plot ways to get back at you - and
will usually succeed.

3. Climb on furniture .. Forget this one.
Cats are designed by the gods themselves to

climb. Climbing is major point of exist-
ence for CAT - entire reason for being.
Besides it gives cat one~-upmanship

elevation-wise (how would you like to be 10
inches tall for the rest of your life?!).
It is possible to encourage CAT to climb on
only certain things - barely! You do this
by making certain allowable (allowable to
you, that is) climbing areas more attrac-
tive than others. Don't want cat on table,
kitchen counter or antique armoire then

45

Advanced behavioral modification comes
in several guises. I have seen everything
from cats who could open doors, use people
toilets as sand boxes, fetch better than

your dog Rover, pick up their food with
their paws, play a passable game of ping-
pong, hold an intelligent conversation,

watch T.V. (this is probably not an example
of intelligence) to cats who routinely per-
form as extremely accurate alarm clocks.
And all of wus know more than one cat who
can give a damned good John Wayne imper-
sonation. You will not know immediately
which form of advanced training the cat
will choose. Make no mistake - YOU do not
make the choice - CAT does. Your job is to



watch like a hawk and when you see
tice cat (aka kitten) indicate
preference for any form of advanced be-
havior immediately encourage the cat.
EXAMPLE: Small furred person chases little
wad of paper and carries it in his mouth
for a short distance. Immediately go to
kitten, *praise extravagantly pet encourag-
ingly, toss wad of paper again. Repeat for
as long as you have the stamina (world
record currently stands at 27 fetches).

appren-—
clumsy

*NOTE: Praise is verbal and can loosely be
defined as "baby talk". Sounds ridiculous
if not disgusting but the higher you pitch
your voice and the more you ooooh and coo
the better the cat will like it and the
faster he'll learn.

I note in reading over my words that I

have been guilty of always referring to
cats as "he". It is probably time to ex-
plain some the the positives and negatives

of the male and the female cat.

Male or Tom: Toms, if unneutered, have
several idiosyncrasies that are usually not
considered socially acceptable. First of
all they have 2-track minds. They are in-

capable of considering anything except sex
and food (and in that order!). Toms will
also be compelled via hormonal surges to

~territory.

ma.

. e
_ he wishes to ident:
‘property. Territory can be -defined
everything from a new pair of boots to your
grandmother. The "intact" Tom 1is also
surly, self-centered, possessed of bad
breath and incredibly stupid. If on the
other hand they are neutered or "altered"
sometime between the ages of 6 and 9 months
the gonadal development will be redirected
toward their brains and will commonly
result in an amiable, congenial, good-old-
boy with a kitty I.Q. ranging from the low
60's to the mid 80's - dumb but cool.

Females or "Queens': Females are almost
always smarter than the males and, if
spayed, wusually develop the personality of

a puff adder. Intact or non-spayed females,
contrary to their barren sisters, embody
all that is good in universal motherhood.
They will however also produce two litters

'y as.his  own personal
as

Lo

~maybe, you

of kittens a
regularity. They

year  with appalling

are also not as smart.
Again, development is concentrated in the
reproductive organs rather than in the
brain. However the dumbest of females is
at least as smart as the most intelligent
male. All cat geniuses are spayed females
and neurotic paranoids - smart but insuf-
ferable.

With all of the above in mind think
twice and hesitate five times before you
agree to share your life with a cat. Trust
me. Once the cat has invested several
years in training you they'll never let you
go. A cat is a Chinese obligation. Once
you decide to get a cat you have a 5 to 30
pound responsibility hanging around your
neck for at least a decade (sometimes two
decades). Right about now you ask yourself,
"why on earth get a cat"? Well, if you
require unthinking adoration and
slavish devotion to the exclusion of common

sense DON'T GET A CAT; get a dog. Dogs are
amiable slobs (Ever checked out a dog's
table manners?  Yuck!) and if you don't

mind a daily patrol of your back yard to
scoop up the physical manifestations of
doggy digestion then a dog should be your
companion of choice. If on the other hand
you enjoy critical acceptance, interaction
with another thinking being, are fascinated

by observing the endless permutations of a -

5t personality.
=secure:sthen:maybe, just
are. qualified. to live with a

Te.emo

cat.

1989,

Gwynne, (c) August,
Burning Lands, Inc.

Kingdom of the

(Kris Donnelly-Sasser, (c) August, 1989, El
Paso, Texas)
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