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- Talens pf the Phoenix B

Editor's Note

_ Welcome to the Clan Edition
of Talons of the Phoenix (egads, hard to
believe this is my 14th Clan). As you
can see, this is a special issue on knight-
hood. Please note the section listing all
knights (and Emer, thanks again for all
your work on your own knighthood
project- it helped us out a lot). Despite
all the hours spent, I don’t doubt tht
there are still omissions and inaccura-
cies inthe knights’ listing. Please report
any flaws to the editors and we’ll get it
right next time around. The next defini-
tive project we have is Rulebook edition
6.1, Thiswill be astreamlined (better art
and layout, typos rectified, etc.) version
of 6.0, rather than a new rulebook, We
will, reluctantly, look at suggestions for
revision (thankyou Crosser and Pegasus
Valley for your input thus far). We may
set up a new email list just for rules
ideas, but in any case, would prefer both

hard copy and discs of any comments

and suggestions youmight have. Tenta-
tive release date for 6.1 is Clan 15 in
1997. But, back to Clan 14 andthis issue
of Talons, As I stated, this is an issue
dealing with knights- you will find hu-
mor and thoughtful commentary, and
yes, outrightcritiques within these pages.
We tried to provide an interesting and
entertaining cross spectrum. Enjoy.

in service to the Dream,

Aramithris (July, 1996)
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Edltor s' Note

Yeah I]mow' '.The cover is

kmda cheezy Use some unagmatmn
1 owe both Serndacar and S

Waolfram an apology.-1was unable to ﬁt
there submissions into this’i |ssue of the 5

Talons. I shouldn't try’ and dn evmr
thing last minute. I owe ynu one.:

Youmay not be aware of i 1t but _
Amtgard has a lot of internet resources S8

at its disposal. I provide all of these

services for FREE! Whatkind of stuffis.
there? Well, there is & electronic dun-". .
geon you can adventure in with your . -
Amtgard buddies in live time, anywhere .

in the world. There is a mailing listthat .
gives you the ability to send email toall .
of the other Amtgarders on the internet. =~ -
There is'so much more! For more info, .-

checkout page 24,

Asyou cansee, a lotof good 15. .
going on in Amtgard. Ifyou'dliketosee
your work in the next Issue of the Tal-

ons, email me at:. -
1var@horu5 anth utep edu

Tvar, Leader of the Evil Arrmes o

study and recreation of the medieval and fantasy era and genres. Opinions expressed herein are the authors ' and artists' own and do not necessarily

express or convey afficial Amigard policies. All rights revert to the authors and artists and work here only may be reproduced by the permission of the -

ereator(s) of said work(s). This issue of the Talons was published on July 16, 1996,
Amitgard is the capyright of Amigard: Kingdom of the Burning Lands, 1983,
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Talons of the Phoenix

So, You want to be a knight?

by Joella

"A knight of the table round should be invincible,
Succeed where a less fantastic man would fail...

He can swim a moat in a coat of heavy iron mail...

The soul of a knight should be a thing remarkable,

His heart and his mind as pure as morning dew.

With a will and a self restraint,

That’s the envy of every saint...”

hese words from the Lerner and

I Loewe musical, *Camelot”, are
sung by Lancelot, the epitome of
knighthood. Knighthood in Amtgard, a
medieval recreational group, follows the
basic schemes of the historical defini-
tions of knights, While we are not as
strict about it as the Society for Creative
Anachronism is in their criteria for
knighthood, we do have a set of stan-
dards that must be met before a candi-

King Ruphael

date can even be considered for knight-
hood. By using a romantic ‘Knight in
Shining Armor™ creed, we attempt to set
an example of grand chivalry and court-
liness.

Now I'm not saying that we
should appear to be fops good only for
sitting around a feast hall listening to
bards while others fight. WhatI mean is
that we should try to stay composed on
and off the battlefield. People should
not argue about hits and who is in the
right because it destroys the flow of the
battlegame. Knights are supposed to
exist as an example to the others, and if
they prove ne different from the general
populace, what is the honor of such an
achievement?

Knighthood is the prime award
to which a person of Amtgard can as-
pire. Only the monarch is held in higher
esteem. Generally, this rank is the cul-
mination of training and practice, and it
is not only bestowed for prowess on the
field of honor.. but also for deeds and
qualities that are exhibited. Qualities
such as loyalty for the club, hard work
towards improving the club, courteous-
ness towards others and a desire to im-
prove oneself are looked for,

The next order is the Knights
of the Crown. The people who achieve
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this level are those who have served the
club more than those who just attend.
They must have served the club for at
least a year. The criteria for this award
is to have held two out of the three major
positions: monarch, prime minister and
champion. All of these Positions are
vital if the club is to run smoothly. The
monarch makes sure that all the differ-
ent fighting classes are basically even,
mediates in basic dissension, looks for

Sir squeak!
new ways to help the club grow and
expand, and with the aid of his consort,
decides who deserves service ordersand
fighting orders. The prime minister
handles monies, keeps the dues-paying
populace supplied with rulebooks and
newsletters, and keeps attendance
records so people know what level they
have reached and who has attended the
club. The champion must be ready to
step forward if the monarch cannot at-
tend an event or must abdicate for any
reason. Without these three positions,
the club would not be what it is today.
{(Burning Lands membership is of over
3.500 people attending at one time or
another.) This Order is peopled by those
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So, you want... continued

who have spent their free time working
on bettering the club in addition to show-
ing up and fighting at events.

The third order is the Knights
of the Flame. This seems to be easily
achievable to the general populace at
first glance. The Corpora states that a
person needs to be a Master Smith, a
Master of the Rose, or a Master of the
Lion, The level of master is achieved by
earning ten or more orders in that spe-

The War Dancers at Rakis VII,

cificarea. Butsome peopledon’trealize
is that these are just a few the require-
ments needed before even being consid-
ered for knighthood. Master Smith is
given for outstanding achievment in the
building of weapons and armor! The
Rose is earned by perfoming services
that are beneficial to the club, such as
setting up demonstrations to let others
know of our existence, or making
baitleflags or loaner garb (clothes). The
Lion is awarded for chivalrous fighting,
courteousness, honor, loyalty and the
like on the field of battle. But just
achievingthe ordersisnotenough. They
are just to show that the candidate is
interested enough in the club to spend a
lot of work on it.

The last order is the Knight of
the Serpent. The basic requirements are
to have achieved Master level in at least
one of these three orders: Garber, Owl
or Dragon. The rank of Master Garber
is achieved through the creation of out-

4

standing garb for both self and others,
Master of the Owl is given for outstand-
ing achievements in a science such as
construction. Designing instruments of
war or peace such as a seige device ora
loom can qualify a person. Master
Dragon is gained through achievement
in the Arts. Exceptional skill in the
mediums of two and three dimensional
art is awarded with Dragons.

Butjustachieving the orders is
not enough. All the
knights in the Order
of Knighthood thatthe
aspirant is working
toward must get to-
gether and vote to see
if the person should
be admitted. It must
be a majority vote.
Then the monarch
must approve. If he
feels that the candi-
date is trying for
knighthood for the
Wrong reasons or
hasn’t done enough,
then the monarch can
refuse to knight the
person. But what are the wrong rea-
sons? If a person wants knighthoaod so
he can lord it over the ranks, then it’s the
wrong reason. Doing things for the club
with knighthood as a goal is wrong and
knighthood with a goal is wrong as well.
A person should do things for the joy of
doing them, not for a pat on the back.

People know who has done the
work. They may not acknowledge it,
but when it comes down to it, people
know whao has done a lot for the club.
Knighthood should not be a medium for
an ego. Knighthood is an honorable
goal for anyone willing to fulfill the
responsibilities of the Order. And un-
less one is willing to do that, then this
will never be realized by him. You must
decide whether or not you wish to take
thetime in meeting the qualifications. It
more than likely takes years of hard
work, but it is worth it

® @ @
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Knights and
Newbies

by Talinor
hat is the single most re
spected and sought after title
at Amtgard? In a word,
Knightheod,

There is no more respected
position, either by the titled or untitled,
in Amtgard. That single fact cannot be
debated. Almost every individnal
Amtpardian would like to be a knight.
Even knights try to get additional orders
of knighthood, The question that re-
mains however, is why?

One answer could simply be
that not only does knighthood appeal to
everyone, but knighthood is ideally ac-
cessible to anyone. There are four or-
ders, or ‘belts’, of knighthood; each
representing its own specialty of merit,
These include;

L. The crown, thatrepresents pro-
ductive service in Amtgard’s highest
offices.

2. The flame, that is awarded for
beneficial service, overall, to Amtgard,
3. The serpent, which is given

for outstanding excellence in the arts
and sciences,

4, The sword, which symbolizes
exceeding battlefield prowess.

Within these four orders, al-
mostanyone can excel. [tseems merely
a matter of refining one’s own skills to
an appropriate level, Through the refin-
ing of these skills, one should be recog-
nized for them by earning orders. The
status of masterhood is given for one
whose skills are shown to be of a high
quality, and also to show that the indi-
vidual has earned a proper amount of
orders. Through this system, any indi-
vidual can ideally find their own ‘spe-
cial’ skills and ultimately become a
knight.

Anotherreasonthatknighthood
retains a certain appeal is that anyone
can find a role model within the existing
fraternity of knighthood. This has not

Burning Land's Gaurd and Hangers On.

always been, yet Amtgard is now large
enough to make this a fact. Though
there are some knights who are not well
respected, there are far more notables
who are. That they have, and probably
deserve, respect is not to say that they
are necessarily liked, but rather that they
are, or possess abilities to be, admired.
For example, Grand Duke Sir M*Deth is
notnecessarily liked by all, yet none can
disputehis battle prowess. Another case
in point is Sir Lady Gwynne. She also is
notnecessarily liked by all, yether garber
skills are virtually unequalled at
Amtgard. People such as these com-
mand a certain respect, even by people
who dislike them. Aspiring fighters and
artisans would do well to look to these
people as examples of what it takes to
become a knight.

Perhaps one more reason that
knighthood is held in such high esteem
is that it is difficult to attain. Though
anyoile can, as mentioned above, ide-
ally qualify for knighthood, it generally
takes years to refine the skills necessary
to make that qualification. Furthermore,
that these skills are even achieved is not
a guarantee that knighthood will be at-
tained. Not only should a knight be
skilled in his or her chosen field(s), but
a knight should also embody a ‘model’
Amtgardian. This point leads to an-
other,

Ultimately though, there is
probably one reason that knighthood is
prized and respected above all else. This

reason is the legends and myth that have
built around the knights throngh roman-
tic stories and fables. The word ‘knight’
has a different meaning to different
people. Yetto allthat meaning is some-
thing greatand noble, almostto be placed
on a pedestal. It is impossible to live up
to or become all that the term ‘knight’
means; Yet there are those few at
Amtgard who try to maintain this lofty
image.

An Amtgard skill alone may
(in some cases) make a knight, but it
takes more to be a knight in the truest
sense of the word. The knights of
Amtgard representthe ideals of Amtgard.
They aretheelite or the bestthat Amtgard
has to offer. The knights are a single
brotherhood that breaks the barriers of
kingdom locale. A meeting of knights,
or ‘belted circle’, holds a large amount
of unofficial power, and in fact is a force
uniequalled at Amtgard. When knight-
hood is attained the fledgling knight
woulid do well to realize this firlly.

Perhapsthe greatest power held
by the knight lies in the knight’s ability
toaffect the younger andnewer Amtgard
member who perhaps has the idealistic,
respected image of the fabled knight
fresh in his or her mind. The knight's
power is in the ability to reach and pass
onknowledge, For whileall of Amtgard
respects the knight and what it stands
for, it is ultimately the newbie who in-
sures the future of Amtgard,
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Movie Review
by Nomad

wind, like the waves;
he wiriged arrow's flight.
“Asmerry my love, '

“idnd as swift in delight.

hisper, like a song,

sat is' Phicked from the string,
.- Like'the dawn and the dew,

" And the stifring of wings.

- Like a star, like ihe moon

iInher glimmering pride,
+ Like the spirit of a dream,
_To his.love denied, '

“in'the bloodyrye;
"down to the daik earth.

" Tumbled her that very day,
" then marched 1o the fire...” -

sweet clover over gravestones,
te teardrops dripping

" when sunset's passion turns
*the fields to flanie, o

bul memories of an hour,

Dragon Heart

have a one word review for this
film.

Here is a slightly more detailed review.

The creative process to write
the new Sean Connery/Dennis Quaid
movie goes something like this. A ten-
year-old Riddelin deificient kid runs
past the guards at a movie studio, slips
through a back door and finds himselfin
the office of the writer of the Police
Academy movies. .

Having nowhere else toturn he
throws his pitch.

*“Qk, sir, there's like this puy,
but he’s really cool, and really strong
and fast and all the women like him and
stuffand he's got like this code of honor
thing thatIread in a comicbook and he’s
like REALLY cool and he has lots of
friends and everyone invites him to their
birthday parties and he's got like 2 18
Charisma and he's really cool, but he’s
got this friend and the friend is like a
prince orsomething and everyone thinks
he’'slikethe bestthing thateverlived but
he’sareal jerle, I mean he’ll act like your
friend one minute and then not invite
you to his birthday party....

BREATH...
Ok, so like the peasants revolt

and kill his dad so he’s king, but he gets
hurt, so his mom takes him to a dragon

who like helps him, but he turns outto be
a real jerk, so the REALLY cool guy
tells him so, but he doesn’t
care and he keeps on acting
like a jerk, so the COOL guy
leaves and blames the dragon
because before the dragon
the guy was like Ok, so he
like kills all the dragons he
can find looking for the one
who helped his friend so like
this is the last dragon and
they finally fight, but they become re-
ally good friends instead and they hang
out and have fun then they go kill the
mean guy because he deserved it.”

The executive looks at the kid
and says, *“Not bad, son, of course we’ll
need a car chase or a horse chase or
something. Oh yeah, we can throw in
some crotch jokes and some oral sex
humer {don’t worry, you’ll get it when
you’re older). Wait, sex. We’ll throw in
a love interest to keep the guys inter-
ested, a redhead.”

“Can she fight?”

“Yeah sure, why not.... Explo-
sions, we can blow stuff up... FIRE!”
About this time Mike Judge walks in,
“Yeah, fire’s cool.”

Mike leaves.

The exec. pets on the phone
with Give-me-a-Comeback casting and
asks, “What big has-beens do you have
that can play a cool sword guy... Dennis
Quaid? Well he was good in Inner
Space, go with it... Do you know any
special effects people?”

_ Aboutthis time, George Lucas
walks in says he’s got some new toys to
play with and he loves dragons.

Then Crap-Artist Screen Writ-
ers Inc. comes in with a final story with
a few tugs at the heartstrings and equal
portions of Tolkien and Gygax. Voila,
you have a movie,

® & @

Dawn of the Knight sy raithyr

word “Knight” is mentioned? Do

we envision a heroic warrior on
horseback, bravely charging into battle?
Do we picture gallant deeds of chivalry
and valiant efforts to protect the de-
fenseless and innocent? Do we imagine
Feudal Lords marching briskly along
the balustrades of an awe-inspiring
castle? Whatever comes to mind, on
thing we typically don’t think of is farm
hands.

Just what do we think of when the

Originally, the very word
“Knight” meant a simple farm worker.
Through the progress of years in feudal
society, the word came to identify an
entirely different class of people. The
transition was made gradually. The
farm workers were drafted into the posi-
tions of foot soldiers for the many wars
thatwerewaged. The more and bloodier
wars that were fought elevated the posi-
tion of the Knight to a slightly higher
status.

Those elite among the soldiery
were given specialized trajning and
betterequipment. The Knight came in
time to be a specifically chosen and
ontfitted soldier, They were given steeds
to ride into battle and fitted with the
finest armour that could be obtained.
The weapons which they were given
to fight with were nothing less than
the best.

At first, these
Knights were employable
only by the Monarch, Feu- ‘[_
dal Lords of even the high- v
estrank were not permitted
to retain the services of a
Knight to work his own ends.
The Kings simply did not
want their lessers to have
this power.

Over
time, the status changed again -
- Lords could employ Knights
into their own houses, They did

so. Many were made Knights to
servethe Lordthat granted them Knight-
hood, Infact, somany men were Knights
that those who were qualified from birth

to achieve Knighthood were inclined to
decline the “honor” and follow their
OWn pursuits.

[t was this that gave way to the
most popular conception of Knighthood.
Seeing thatno one wanted to be a Knight
any longer, Knighting ceremonies be-
came grand and ostensible occasions.
The ceremony became laden with great
honor and privilege. The Knight would
be formally given his sword and struck
on the shoulder with the flat of'it. Those
made Knights were then also granted
lands and political positions, able to hire
their own retainers and oversee their
won duties,

They were still conscripted to
theruler ofthe land, though. The typical
duty was forty days of service as a sol-
dier of high rank per year. The service
could include a major war campaign,
training lower-ranking soldiers, or
simple guard duty. But whatever the
nature of service, they were still politi-
cal entities and used their power to sway
matters, as best they could, to their will,

Since the rank of Knight was
graced with such prestige, it foi-
lowed naturally that the Knight

should be set apart from the
standard classes of feudal so-
ciety -- a wholly different
type of person. The ideals
of chivalry flooded the
concept of Knighthood
to take a seat alongside
honor in the values of Knight-
hood. Those who took up the
sword as a Knight vowed to de-
fend those weaker than them-
selves, uphold the law, de-
fend truth, and of course al-
ways, always, give prefer-
ence to the fairer sex.:
With the age of chivalry, the
‘\% Knights were revered perhaps
morethan ever before. They were
the embodiment of what all should
strive to be. They were treated with
utmostrespectand courtesy and returned
itin alike manner. They ruled the age of
chivalry -- if not by the throne, then in

7

Sir Kane, one of the newest knights.

hearts and minds of the subjects of the
lands, forit was the Knights whom people
sought when they wanted justice meted
out, not the Lords.

Since medieval days, Knight-
hood has not sustained the. reverence
was once held with and became merely
an honor bestowed for any number of
reasons. Rarely is the ideal of chivalry
one of those reasons anymore. But it is
important to remember who the first
Knights were. They toiled the land and
slaved away as much as anyone else.

The word “Knight” has come
far along the centuries, as has the world.
The descendants of the men who so
diligently worked the land and took up
armstodefend it were those who lived in
high castles, rode marvelous steeds, and
wore gleaming armour, It was the blood
ofcommoners that coursed through their
veins that was shed in battle. Tt was the
courage of their fathers that led them to
be a pinnacle of strength for entire na-
tions,

The word went from a com-
mon, lowly pesition to the most hon-
ored. So did the men ... So can we all.
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Knighthood: Who needs it?, Who wants it?, and Who cares?

by Gwynne

rand Duke Gilos asked me to
ritethis article on Knighthood.
I guess I'd better start out by

listing my bona fides; Firstly name,
Dame Gwynne of Tarnlea, of the Burn-
ing Lands, first knight of the serpent
(non-grandfathered), knight ofthe flame.
Both knighthoods received in 1988 or
before.

Letme state immediately that I
believe very strongly in anyone actively
seeking knighthood. Afterallit’savery
honorable aspiration and it is 2 good
thing to have a noble goal and pursue it
to the best of your ability. Motive how-
ever, is the sticking peint. To serve
Amtgard (plus your own interests... let’s
be real, folks) by learning, leading, vol-
unteering, fighting, administering, pro-
ducing, enjoying and striving for excel-
lence in order to achieve knighthood is
the embodiment of honor, for the ben-
efttand glory are as much in the attempt
as in the achievement. What I have a
problem with is covetness and the will-
ingness to seek shertcuts and curry fa-
vor. The beliefamong some seemsto be
that no matter how you secure your
knighthood you will become better or
bigger or more impartant...

Unfortunately, weliveinacon-
sumer society that encourages the quick
fix and instant gratification. It is not
surprising thatthis attitude/social morey
is sometimes carried over to Amtgard; it
is also not right- Amtgard exists in a
fragile balance with the mundane world,
and every time it is contaminated by
opportunism, greed, and self-deception
the more mundane it becomes and who
wants that? Evidently some do, in fact
some strive most vigorously in attempts
to adulterate and subvert what Amtgard
could and should be, i.e., a free forum in
which anyone can participate and have
an honest chance to advance according
to their particular desires and abilities.

[ do not advocate denying
knighthood to any and all deserving of

the position, however [ would point out
a recent example of a monarch serving
up a knighthood like a sweet to quiet an
obnoxious child (and, trust me, the
‘child’ 1 have in mind was totally ob-
noxious). Thiswasaclassic example of
moral cowardice and spiritual apathy-a
quick fix that solved nothing. The same
monarchy then strove to buy paolitical
alliances with the same bribe- again, no
gain save contempt. This sort of behav-
ior hurts Amtgard. Likewise, anyone

Hey, she deserves at least three
Roses forthat! Do you see what I mean?
I figured that way you could bust buiton
vegie cutting atmaybe two or three feasts
and get a belt. All service to the club/
monarchy ete. is laudatory, but do we
have to pass out Roses every time some-
one picks up an aluminum can from the
playing field or sharpens a pencil for the
Monarch? I guess what 1 am saying is
that the proportions are wrong. This
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award is given too lightly and, as a
consequence, means Jess and less. If
you carry this to its nonsensical conclu-
sion do you then get another belt for
every additional ten awards? NOT!
For knight of the Serpent I
would have to say that consistent dem-
onstration of artistic excellence on be-
half ot Amtgard is the hallmark of a
Serpent aspirant. I have personally
known a number of artists in Amtgard
who, talented though they were, had no
particular interest in the welfare of

+h£:?;"rdcrqra whe g2o are, 9\:‘4- +hat weapon off -

\nlhn-f' _ore you, o Newbee’”

____/"

accepting an unearned belt
are themselves tainted and
that hurts them. 1 hear an

anonymous voice from the

crowd: *Sure, it may be a
bogus award but who in their
right mind would tum down
knighthood?” Well, how
about Scarhart of the Burn-
ing Lands? From his bardic
work alone, not to mention
his honor, attitude and tal-
ent, | would say he is defi-
nitely worthy of a Serpent
belt. And yet, when offered
a belt as ‘candy” he turned it
down,

Aslongaslamona
roll and have a captive audi-
ence; How about the idiotic
notion that gaining ten drag-
ons qualifies someone to be
aknight ofthe Serpent? Like-
wise ten roses is not neces-
sarily an indicator for knight
of the Flame. However,
Knight of the Flame is
slightly different- service is
service after all. My only
quarrel would be the *candy’
aspect of The Rose, espe-
cially as a knighthood quali-
fier... Wash dishes, cut veg-
etables, or serve at a feast?
Here, have a Rose or two.
Help orpanize a quest?
Quick, quick, give that man
a Rose. Sew up some tab-
ards for the incoming Royal
Guard?

Now I'm better rhan most of ithisse out there

- Conduet yai:i‘se{f the same as befdr‘e] R

Belt of Pnde

by Andralame

This heit bias your body encircled wrrhm i
With a hearr cmn’ asoul of a triie warrwr sprru

it's a material ob_,recr of no aﬂ' “colored whue
To be lpoked at with honor and awesame dehght

It's your physical sottrce of slmw and ie!l
Of all your deeds You've dane so wel! :

Tt was not bestoved for 1azy enfieavar's'
Or given up hopes for long lost Iréastires.

So when they place if around you ré'd'ay::..'
Dan 't get in yaur he‘ad:ﬂmt yau"ré'dble' rq

“Na mare 2 sritst £ do for Hrrs belt Imve I
Ive eamed it we!l i can tdeny

It’s their turn to wark and do !hen fmr share.’
Respamrbahty contes heavy rlus day ;
For one who has accepted this outstandmg ﬁaj
So you may hear peaple o at_hgrs r'nmf_c'rre.fi s

“There goes a Amght wha s earned it welf
You can see by hrs sp:ru‘ and hrs prrde
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Amtgard. In some cases the talent was
awesome and they probably deserved
many more dragons than they received,
but knighthood?

In summation, Monarchs en-
couraging the proliferation of
knighthoods granted to totally unquali-
fied or very marginal candidates cheapen
and degrade every belt in Amtgard and
will continue to do so unless and until
those who are “tapped’ for this dubious
honor show our leadership some real
honor and refuse the unearned belt.

@ ® @ / _
PERIOD, PERIOD, PERIOD ke

l nmy many years of service in constructing medieval fantasy pieces, | have encountered many people with similar interests.

by Doken

One of whom was a man named Clark. Clark had a vested interest in making his own Katana. He ventured forth and purchased
piece of flatstock 440C stainless steel. He took itto a handsaw company, where the general shape was cut out. Clark seemed
to be very efficient in his execution of his art and impressed me to no end, until Clark informed me of the next step,

Clark had the intention of shaping the sword’s planes with a file. 440C stainless steel is, by far, the hardest, toughest,
and most unforgiving of all high carbon steels that I have ever worked with. Visions of poor Clark dulling out his 50th Title on
the ‘mother’ of all steel filled my mind. Hours and hours later, tired and frustrated, Clark would concede and give up his dream.
I tried most vehemently to alter Clark’s plan, but to no avail, as he was convinced to remain as close to *period” as he could, This
was 8 fragedy.

Thus began my struggle to understand the mentality behind being ‘period’. I have always understood the concept of
beingin ‘period. And I canappreciate the effort put in to attaining it; However, I feel that is is an impossible goal to achieve without
tons of money. One example of this is in making armor, where do you start and where do you end? The metal used for making
plate mail and chain mail was not steel or, at least, was not the modern equivalent. In fact, steel which is widely believed to have
been used, was not invented until the 17th Century. *Steel” armor was constructed out of wrought iron. Wrought iron isnot widely
used in industry thus it is expensive to purchase and hard to find. However, ever to have the correct material would not be truly
‘period’, To be as close to ‘period’ as you can possibly be, in my opinion, you should mine the iron ore yourself, process it by
hand, and beat it flat using your fist or the “period’ equivalent. I think in the quest to he ‘period’ you shoild not go to extremes,
it is pointless. There is no way to do it completely.

In retrospect, I believe that you should treat replicas of “period’ pieces as modern equivalents, which means to use
materials close to their original counterparts and methods that are readily available. I don’t know what happened to Clark, maybe
he went insane in his quest for, “period”.
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A Long Way by Talinor

Long Way Tawards Achieving
the White Belt: Given
mtgard’s currenttrend of mass

knightings, one wonders as to just what
the award itself stands for. It was once
agiven that the individual awarded with
the honor of knighthood stood as an
example of what one should strive to

attain at Amtgard, both in accomplish- .

ments and in attitude. In some of the
more recent reigns of the various king-
doms, this ideal seems to have been
altered to fit lessnoble aims. There have
been somie attempts at bettering the
means ofknighthood selection, butthese
attempts simply have not worked well
enough. The resulis of these mass
lnightings have been felt throughout
Amtgard. However, with a return to
more selective choices for knightings,
and an end to mass knightings, this [ost
respect towards knighthood may once
again flourish.

It was once understood that
knighthood at Amtgard was a rare and
cherished award. Knighthood was (and
still is ... in theory) granted for excel-
lence in four different areas: order of
the Crown - for serving in the
highest echelons of Amigard,
order of the Flame - for contri-
butions to Amtgard, order ofthe
Serpent - for excellence in the ().
artsand/or sciencesof Amtgard, 7
and Order of the Sword - for
fighting skills and battlefield
prowess. Within the categories
that the four orders represent,
one could hope to find some-
thing that they excelled at and be
recognized. In order to be consid- <)
ered for knighthood, though, the indi-
vidual also was encouraged to possess
traditional knightly values. These val-
ues, based on the chivalric codes of the
middle ages, were largely the reason
that the knighthood has long been held
in such high esteem. It was both the
attitude produced by those values and
the excellence in the individual’s cho-
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sen field(s) that enabled a candidate to
be worthy of the award of knightheed.

However, with the occurrence
of mass knightings, one wonders if the
Amtgard groups responsible for them
are at a level where they can and do
produce so many of such gifted indi-
viduals. The answer, plain and simple,
is no, This is because mass knightings,
where many people are knighted by a
single monarch during a single reign or
asingle event, rely solely on the concept
of mastering awards, Mastering an award
is achieved when a certain individual
obtains a predetermined number of the
same award. Ideally this concept relies
on the individual’s accomplishments,
but realistically the awards are given at
a monarch’s discretion. Once
masterhood of a certain award is at-
tained, the kingdom prone to mass
knightings will, after six months, give
the individual the honor of being
knighted. One ofthe problems with this
is that while the concept recognizes
achievement, it fails to encourage the

knightly y N

values.
Further-
more, there is no
guarantee that
once an indi-
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vidual has achieved masterhood (and by
the conceptofmasterhood gained knight-
hood), they will continue striving to
better their talents. Whether or not the
individual possesses traditional knightly
values takes an extreme back seat to the
Tact that the individual is *qualified” (ie
... hasmastered anaward). Accordingto
the Amtgard Corpora, masterhood is
listed as a suggested criteria for knight-
hood, not as a gnarantee of it.
Whilethere have been attempts
at increasing the selectiveness of the
knightings, they have generally been
less effective than they were intended to
be. One means of a “check” on mass
knightings is the concept of the belted
circle. This is when a group consisting
of all the kingdom’s knights meet and
debate on whether or not an individual is
worthy of knighthood, based on the
individual’s accomplishments and atti-
tude. One of the problems with this
means of a check is that since it {s nota
written requirement that he do so, the
monarch does not always consult the
belted circle priorto the mass knightings.
Secondly, the debate on an
individual’s worthiness is often
regulated to a simple popular
vote on the person being
considered for knight-
_ hood. The third problem
Y with the belted circle is
that some of the knights
% who have already been
belted by one ofthe mass
¥ knightings may be influ-
enced in their belted
circle decision by the fact
7 that they were part of a
~ mass knighting; And thus,

" ditional knightly values,
may not be qualified to judge
whether or not someone else

i does possess knightly values. These
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by Stini

problemshaverendered thebelted circle
less effective than it shoild be against
mass knightings.
The results of the mass
knightings have been negative, both in
the sentiment towards the knights by the
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populaceand in the feelings between the
knights themselves. Many populace
members feel that the honor itself is
belittled by the fact that so many people
seem to be getting the award of knight-
hood so easily. The result of this is that
not only do the populace members feel
less motivated to strive for knighthood,
they are also less inclined to respect the
newly made knights. This, in turn, frus-
trates the new knights, who generally

feel that just because they arenow knights

they are automatically deserving of re-
spect. Another reason for frustration
among the newly made mass knights is
that the feeling of uniqueness is lost
when several individuals are given the
same award at the same time. These
feelings of frustration on the part of the
new knights cause friction between them-
selves and the older knights who were
notpartofmass knightings. The friction
is due to the fact that the new knights
often feel the need to prove to the older
knights that they are worthy of the honor
of lnighthood, when in fact, the true
hanor of knighthood should be proof
enough. Furthermore, this feeling of a
need to prove themselves to the other
knights also implies that either a belted
circle wasn’tconsulted on the individual,
orthatthe belted circle concluded against
the individual's worthiness of peerage
and the monarch disregarded that con-
clusion, Either way, the negativity is
established. Overall, the mass knightings
produce ill-feelings among the popu-
lace, the newly-made knights, and the
older knights,

The best possible solution to
the problems caused by mass knightings
is to stop having the mass knightings.
Additionally, the best way to stop the
mass knightings is to not rely on the
caoncept of masterhood alone, but also to
again encourage the possession of
knightly values and make the posses-
sion of them a strong consideration on
the individual’s worthiness of knight-
hood. The encouragement of the
knightly values needs to come jointly
from the monarch and from the belted
circle. Furthermore, the possession of

knightly values by newly made knights
and an end to mass knightings will curb
the negativity and ill-feelings produced
by the masterhood-only concept of mass

ment of knightly values, causing the end
of mass knightings, will produce not
only better knights but also better
Amtgarders, and through them a better

knightings, Ultimately, the encourage-  Amtgard.

Little Known Titles or How to Know When to Kiss Up
by Gilos

titles and awards, it is not complete. Many lesser known titles have sprung
up over the years, and the complete sycophant should have 4 complete
knowledge of these. Grouped by type they are:

ﬁ Ithough the Amtgard Corpora defines and describes many of Amtgard’s

EARNED TITLES:

ULTRA-DUKE- Aneighttime ex-monarch, now acrimefighter in a major metropoli
tan area.
MAXI-COUNTESS-A five time ex-princess, or a feminine hygiene product.
COURT RODENTS-Appointed by the Monarch’s whim, these individuals act as
general court entertainment. They have characteristic names
based on their personality.
Examples include:
) Weasel-Not actually a rodent, these individuals are not exactly
human,
2) Bunny-The cute cuddly rodent, perennial consort favorite for
reasons this monarch can’t quite figure out.
RED BARON-  An ex-prime minister who did not keep the records up to
Aramithris’s satisfaction.

MARGUET- Given to the individual who best markets his, or her abilities to the
monarch.

TITLES BY MARRIAGE:

DOXY -wife of a Duke

DUCK -husband of a Duchess

MISS COUNT wife of a Count '

DISCOUNT -wife of a Viscount

BARREN -old infertile wife of a Baron

DESOLET -sometimes written Desolate, as above but for a Baronet

REALLY BAD OFF -As above but for a lord

OTHER TITLES:

HIGH ABBOT -often the partner of a low Costello

KiAN -granted for excellent oratory, also written “con”

PREFECT -not quite perfect

SULTAN -a deep, rich bronze tan

SHEIK -a trendy noble

GRAF -Nable in charge of charting

CANCELLOR -administrative noble charged with T.V. scheduling

EARL -an English word for “throw”, i.e.*] earled a stone at *im,’
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The Anti-Paladin Tarnished Knight

By Nevron by Aramithris
Dressed in black,
He rides before the pack. In your diminished glory, you fret,
Always ready to fight, wondering why the taste was of ashes;
Whether they be peasant, squire or knight. as the crowd roared,

and your sloe-eyed fans sang
People may fear him and some may even despise him, your praises to heaven.

Now you are a chosen paladin--
the machine worked, spat out your heart’s desire.

Yet most would give their soul to be like him.
He walks on the field seeking death,

Just wallk right up to him and face the best. Your glitter is the product;

He gives his all to preserve his fate, yet the soul is unfulfilled,

Pon't get in his way or you’ll lose some face. and now your fans know the price.
Wizards and Healers always bring out his best, You stand in the portal.

Tomorrow you will need a new drug,
and your fans will come for what you have...

He prefers to kill them slow, his blade thru their chest,
Having no friends, only people he respects,

It bothers him not being a force to suspect. From ashes to ashes,
In the end He’ll still be around,
While all his enemies will be underground.

Aron’s Song (a satire)

by Aron

Oh, the raids are all held in the Dark of the night

. And the Village is left with a feeling o” fright
And there’s blood on the ground and screams in the air
And bodies are strewn about everywhere.

And we're raping the women and killing the men

And we're stealing the horses and the children

Wwe’ll make them all slaves, make them work in the field
We'll make them obey the swords that we wield.

And the houses are ablaze with a bright burning glow
That lights up the red of the blood in the snow

We'll take all the booty and head back to the north
Bt cetera-cetera, so-on and so-forth.

But when the fires are warm and the beer it is cold
We'll sit and tell stories of men, strong and bold
We'll never be sad on the day we grow old

*Cause when we were young, we went for the gold.
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CHIVALRY: The Knights Code of Conduct

by Nashomi

a Knight's everyday actions to fighting on the battlefield. People have their
own opinions of what a Knight's code of conduct should be and some of these
overlap to form some basic precepts. From the first knighting (thought to be
Athelstane, King ofthe Saxons and Mercians in the 900°s) to present day chivalry has
evolved and defined itself in many ways.
At first chivalry was very warlike in manner:

C hivalry is the catch word for the priciples of Knightly conduct, [t encompases

1) Bravery in baitle;
2) Refusal to retreat;
3) and loyalty to one's Lord. Xb &
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Through the centuries, the church and
literature gradually refined the qualities of chiv-
alry. Theterm grew to include notonly battlefield
conduct, but courtly manners:

1} Honor: Be truthful and a willingness
to uphold the pledged word.

2} Loyalty: Love of country and
obedience to ones Lord. -
3) Generosity: Extreme generosity to -
all.
4) Champicn of Good over Evil: To
wage merciless war on evil.
5) Respect and Pity for the Weak:
Willingness to defend the helpless.
6) Refusal to Retreat: To show no fear before
an enemy.

There are many other ideals
knights have followed. These are
the more historically popular
views written about. Ulti-
mately, the knight must es-
tablish their own code of
conduct to fight and live by.
Ifitisa viable code and the knight
closely follows it, then they are
worthy of respect.
can be found at your local
library:

£ 7
-
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The Knight/Squire Relationship

by Guy Kasama

Rules of Behavior and Edict:

1. A squire should never openly
disrespecthis orherknight, likewise it is
also not a good idea to belittle one’s
squire. “Respect is like a mirror, you
receive what you put forth.”

2, Neither squire nor knight
should let a challenge of each others’
character or honor go without confron-
tation, or at least a discussion. If you
don’trespect your knight/squire enough
to defend them, you shouldn’t be in a
knight/squire relationship.

3. The last and probably most
important behavioural action is to speak
well of one’sknight/squire. The knight/
squire relationship is similar to a parent/
child, or mentor/student relationship. It
is healthy to correct and constructively

criticize within the “family”, but todo so

is to be openly displayed and repri-
mands to be kept in private.

Duties:

L. The knight should be respon-
sible for helping his/her squire achieve
the best possible results in the poal areas
they are striving for.

Theseare various activities that can help
this along;

a. Regular sparring sessions.

b. Setting one night aside a week
to work on knight/squire goals.

c. Cosponsoring fighting or cul-
tural clinics. (It is always a great value
to work along side one’s knight in addi-
tion to studying beneath them.)

Communication;, ... . ... .o

e o

1. One ofthe most important parts
of being a knight or a squire is commu-
nication. [ am going to keep this section
brief by summing it up with one state-
ment: If something is bothering the
knight or squire, they should speak up,
The recipient of this talk should also be
quick to act upon this and not ignore
such pleas/fcommands. "Lack of com-
munication is like constipation: Un-
comfortable, and counter-productive.”

Closing Statement:

Make each other loock good
and for sanity’s sake have fun.

The Ten Commandments of Receiving Awards - ...

L Never ever expect an award.

IL. Never go around proclaiming that you deserve said award.

IT1. Never criticize another’s award or question their merit.

V. Never do work for just an award, if you enjoy what you're doing, it in itself iz a reward.
V. Always congratulate a recipient of an award.

VL Do not belittle an award! It looks too much like jealousy.

VIL Paperwork a knight does not make!
VIII.  Being a squire does not insure knighthood!

5.8 Da not question the monarch on their choice and creation of awards.
You may be in their shoes next time, but you’re not now,
X Appreciate when you are recognized, hopefully everyone will be in due time.
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Crown Qualifications by arion

Arts Events:

{comtestants wishing ta run for monarch
must enter a minimui of seven events,
not including the Reeve’s test.)

[. = Reeve’s Test (Does not count
toward seven required for Crown con-
testants) - A test over the rules, real and
imagined, in Amtgard.

2. Best Class Garb - Contestants
will be judged on how cleverly they
manage to meet the minimum garb re-
quirements for their class while still
effectively concealing what they are

playing.

3. Flat Art - Art entered in this
category must be flat, and will be judged
in its thickness.

4. Three D Art - Art entered in
this category will be judged on the origi-
nality of the stylistic interpretation of
these classic triple letters,

3. Composition - Entries in this
category will be fudged based on their
ingredients, how unusual and
interesting they are.

6. The Rose - Entries in
this category will be judged on
which one best accomplishes
sucking up to the Crown.

7. Herbal Poisons - The first en-
try in this category to put a judge down
for 2 ten count wins., Antidotes will be
Jjudged separately.

Please note that, if there is suf-
ficient interest in a sub-category, it will
break into a new category. The new
category will not be eligible to win any
placings in the competition, nor will the
entries be separated from those remain-
ing in the original category. Subcatego-
ries which break off and form new cat-
egories do not count toward the seven
events required of Crown contestants.

/s

~?y magic and

War Events:

(Do not count toward the seven events
required af Grown Contestants)

10:07am Archery - Arching
styles and angles will be judged for
unique and artistic merit. '

11:13am Reeve's Tourney -
Contestants reeve a fight in which both
opponentsarecheating, Contestant must
list the ways in which opponents were
cheating, and make them take the hits.
Contestant with the most kills by this
method wins.

[2:00n00n Assassin’s Tourney -
If anyone knows the contestant is com-
peting in this category, the contestant is
disqualified.

1:28pm Fools Tourney - Con-
testant rust fight a fully armed sixth
level wizard using only a single sword.

1:28pm Magic  Abuser’s
Tourney - Contestant must fight an op-
ponent using only a single

sword with all the l

weapons available at the
sixth level of the magic based class
of contestant’s choice.

2:41pm Dead Tourney - Con-
testant s race {o the end ofa 300 countto
see who can come back to life the quick-
est.

3:26pm Rhino’s Tourney -
Will form the fighting portion of Reeve’s
tourney. Contestant who can bully or
trick reeves into believing they are wrong
about their cheating the most wins.
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4:72pm Underwater Full Con-
tact Cherry Jeilo Wrestling - Contes-
tants must have the appropriate garb in
order to enter this event.

Remember, you do not have ta
be running for monarch to enter, do
dredge up all those hidden talents {rom
the sediment at the bottom of your soul
and enter. The worst that could happen
is you might win, then we'd expect you
to enter every year.

Good luck, and remember, fun is for
kids! Qualifications is for orders and
titles!




Talons of the Phoenix

A MOt‘al Tale by Gwynne

nce upon atime ina country not
O so very far away there were five

great kingdoms: Arrogante,
Hiferrous, Oroplainito, Vert, and Fey
Aquatania, and two not so great king-
doms: Wurmbone and Huybrasat. Now
ithappened that the monarch and nobles
of Huybrasat (who were incidentally all
descended from trolls) were very dissat-
isfied with the status of their kingdom as,
compared with the five great kingdom
and they fell to muttering among the
selves.

‘It is not meet nor_]
clared Boneb’tock of Gimp
arch of Huybrasat, “that
should claim precedence ovel
because they are the eldest
warriors the best armed and m
plined.”

The nobles were
theiragreement. Dame Zephre:
lisped viciously that the Hiferrou
though quite comely, were
unfriendly. Duke Pawbear grun
the same about the women of Vert;
agreed it was time their kingdom as
sumed itsrightful position of dominance,
To this end they tried by diverse and
devious ways to solicit support amongst
the disaffected in the other kingdoms.
Alas, even the least in the kingdom of
Arrogante ignored their subterfuge,
Hiferrous looked upon her own fair sons
and daughters and scomed the descen-
dants of trolls. The King of Oroplainito
was so disgusted by their sneaking over-
tures that he vowed to emigrate to
Hiferrous just to put more distance be-
tween himselfand Huybrasat. The mon-
arch of Vert, being a king over wild and
untameable peoples, uttered two vulgar
noises, one vulgar odor and had the
Huybrasat ambassador summarily be-
headed by his personal executioner, one
Simple Skullbreaker. Fey Aquatania,
being a far kingdom, merely observed
{quite politely) that trolls were not nor-
mally received in their court and
promptly forgot about the whole thing.
Small Wurmborne, who existed in ner-

vous proximity to Arrogante, wisely said
nothing at all.

Huybrasat was stymied in its
quest for glory.

Now it was the habit of
Huybrasat each year to invite all king-
doms to a contest of the arts of war, It
needn’t be said that Huybrasat never did
very well in these passages of arms, but
i year they had a plan. Sir Jack
Balpeene, who had the ear of the
gpested to His Majesty cheb’
test be held utilizing, 3

esty, along wit ass sku[l wewillalso
provide- how shgll I say, um... suitably
enhanced rules and surprise them by
announcing a special game to be held
the day after the great feast.” And he
surreptitiously flicked the ear lint be-
hind the royal dining table.

“Do I also take it that our
stooges, ahem, that is to say, our reeves,
will also be suitably enhanced?” King
Boneb’tock smirked greasily and spat
out a piece of gristle on to the royal
carpet (he was eating cold, roast pig at
the time).
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“Butofcourse, assured Sir Jack.
“The rules have been changed to favor
Huybrasat teams and the reeves are al-
ready undergoing stupidity and igno-
rance training.., not that they need much
of course, being already totally stupid
and incredibly ignorant. Huybrasatcan-
not fail to win the games and prove our
right to be counted first amongst all the
kingdoms.”

Thus the evil scheme was
hatched, and refined, and sniggered over

by the trollish nobles of Huybrasat and,

fore they knew it, the night of the
eat feast was upon then.
% Now it so happened that the
eat kingdoms (and small
ne) had generously attended
asat’s rather inferior war games
t numbers but, as was usual, were
disappointed in the quality of the
n. Thus when Sir Jack du
-stood before the court, un-
azlengthy scroll, and announced a
ecial game to be held the following
y, the royal and noble guests were
pleased- at first. However, Sir
cl's tendency to lengthy oratory and

fulsome bombast began to wear on his

audience (it was indeed a very long
scroll). After a solid hour of verbosity,
trite attempts at humor, and lofty paeans
to the generosity, cleverness and ex-
treme honor of Huybrasat, some of the
more temperamental guests were fin-
gering their swords in a meaningful
manner and murmuring darkly to each
cther.

“The man’s an ass,” the prin-
cess of Arrogante observed to Simple
Skullbreaker, as she gnawed daintily on
atib bone.

The monarch: of Oroplainito
concurred, “the worst part of the ass at
that,” and he drank off an entire goblet
of wine all at once.

Simple Skullbreaker, the royal
headsman from Vert, was not much for
words (some maintained that he was
incapable of speech at all}, but his eyes
gleamed more and more the longer the
speech went on, and he ran his hands
over the various skulls depending from
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his belt in silent contemplation, He
gently caressed the edge of his great axe
which, according to rumor, accompa-
nied him everywhere {(even to his bed,
but this cannot be substantiated).and
mutely agreed that Sir Jack was indeed
an Bss.

King Boneb'tock noticed these
alarming developments and hissed at Sir
Jack to “get on with it.”

Sir Jack, who had been uneas-
ily aware of Simple Skullbreaker for the
last fifteen paragraphs of his speech,
threw the remainder of the scroll to the
floor. Striking a heroic pose, and with
badly concealed malice, he said. “Dear-
est guests and most honored visitors, [
conclude my brief comments with a
puzzle, As you know this new game
requires the skuil of an ass; a difficult
item to come by.” He glanced scornfully
at Skullbreaker, for he knew full well
there was no ass skull hanging from the
barbarian’s belt.

As Sir Jack licked his lips and
drew breath to pronounce his denoue-
ment, Skullbreaker edged forward on
his bench- eyes intent on the posturing
troll and axe gripped tightly in his mas-
sive hands,

Sir Jack plunged on, “Where,
you might ask, are we to find an item of
such rarity?”

These were, of course, the last
words ever uttered by Sir Jack du
Balpeene on this earth.

A court of inquiry was held as
the precipitous decapitation of a belted
knight cannot be passed off as a trifling
incident, especially when it was found
that the spots of gore simply would not
come out of Duchess Olderuddy’s new
gown (her own fault; she would insist on
sitting next to the court). However in
Simpie's defense, everyone agreed that
the kingdoms were the better for Sir du
Balpeene’s loss, and the court was over
and Simple Skullbreaker pardoned in
only two minutes. As a reminder of
proper manners however, he was not
permitted to wear Sir Jack’s ass skull on

his belt for a period of six months.

" Twomen onia bridge, alone there they stand, -
' The br;zdge ere to serve as rhe sight of therr duel
' :There ond brra’ge wrll one kill the other B
- Elder draws h:s sword, and staies oﬁ" fit6 space |
It had all startea’ when the Old ng had dzed
Each Lord choose a brothe: his Champmn to be,
: Tl?e _brocles said “Both shall iot be hvmg

: Now Elder s reverie is ended

N Both Br othe.rs stood ready to do as they nst, .
o -Br zght blood:ed steel reﬂeots Day s aj:mg Iight 3 :

. As the szmnses come men ﬁ'om both sides, -

Brldge of Fate
by Caléom

These hwo are warriors, finest swords m the lane

"Both .s'hall not lxve B says Fate, as She be crz:

“and the War Shall rot end t:l[ B} otoer kkrlls ‘Brother,

Remebermg fiow he has come to thfs plooé b

And tfze b.r other's rival Lords for hrs throne vied,
Then each brother his Jfata he dxd see
So each one went fi f rst fo be shrrven
“Adnd he clearly sees what Fate ho.s' mtende
Now Ymmger Br oiher loosens his blade, Lo
 Ready and wrllmg to do as Fate bade S
- Their Swm ds were a—rmgmg, as bloaa’ jéll to the dztst ;

Yet the ringing of swords conlinues thr ough .Nrght

Al of them czmous to see who had dzed L

Imagnre their dzsmay. jbr though the br:a’ge was covered in'Bloc
: Om'y the brothers’ Swords Iay broken in the rrve i
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I, G”OS... by Gilos

nce far back in the mists of
O unassailable time, there was the

mightiest king the world has
even known, He was called Gilos, and
his enemies trembled. In the fullness of
time he surveyed his lands and saw the
peaceful farmers tilling, the traders trad-
ing, and the warriors sleeping. He was
nothappy, and summoned his ministers.
A pregnant silence pervaded the hall as
King Gilos took the throne, “I will once
again abdicate”, Shock and murmers of
dismay rippled through the gathered
nobles. “I will hear no arguments.
Amtgard is boring. I will tell you of a
time, the early days, the days of legend”.

Oncelongagoawanderercame
to this land. Tt was in the days of strife
and the land was ruled by petty lords. He
was Peter Le Grue (Picture Ghee with a
blond wig and an attitude problem.), the
tranvestite lycanthrope. He drove the
robber kings out and established free
{Phillipine type) elections for the posi-
tion of Puhbah, Amazingly, he won the
election (378,421,311 to3)and executed
all who opposed him - all three. For
many years the kingdom suffered under
this tyrant’s rule.

Then a great new force entered
theland. The Far Travellershad arrived.
They addedtheirallies, the Lone Wolves,
and The Alliance, consisting of the
Starquesting Dragons and the Wander-
ing Unicorns. Tawnee was allowed to
take the throne, despite the fact that the
might of the Far Travellers could easily
have made Gilos the king.

Gilos soon became the king
and the land was prosperous. The people
were happy. Gilosresigned and the land
cried. Why has he done it?... Because
the land needed the energy that constant
strife brought,

Thus began the Alliance Pe-
riod, the period in which the forces of
the Northern Alliance battled The Alli-
ance, Itwas total war fought fortheright
to be called the one and only Alliance,
Great battles were fought but the new
Corsairs provided no real sport for the
Far Travellers so they journeyed on. As
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this period drew to an end many of the
Crusaders (also called Corsairs or the
Sacrifices of the Temple) departed hu-
miliated. It was also during this period
that an obscure and little known com-
pany called The Claw “Something” (I
can never remember) appeared. I, of
cotrse, correctly realized that this group
would never amount to anything. Also
during this period a Wandering Unicorn
was finally king. This period ended
with the utter destruction of the North-
ern leader, Conan Ator Morningstar by
the vengance of'the good taste and copy-
right monsters.

The next period is the periad of
the Seven Boring Kings. The rise of
such groups as the (Dis)Sable(d) Pegasi,
thenew almostdecent Corsairs, the Phoe-
nix Company (who claimed the Amtgard
flag was their device and must be
changed), and other silly groups. Dur-
ing this time such important questions
were asked as, “so what is a Baronet?”
(Shylarra), “Just exactly how do you get
to be a knight?” {Ghee), “What do you
mean, ‘head shot™, (Wu Tao), and
“Wow, how do youkill Lee? Kryptonite
bullets?” (Joella). Greatadvances were
made as the old, noble, power-wielding
class was replaced by the new semi-
enlightened , noble, power-wielding
class who favor certain history writers.
This led to the period which we remem-
ber as the Period of Un-determined as
yet Name. These were great times and
adventurous ones. The history of
Amtgard should be so good!

Duke Gilos Dawnhope,
Knight of the Sword
Knight of the Crown
Knight of the Flame
Guildmaster of Reeves
Princess’ Guard
Sardakar
Sultan of the Eastern Wastes
Prefect of the Northern Keep
Minister without portfolio
and....,
A dammed furmy guy.

CI‘ own F eaSt by Ariona

The menu for this feast will include:

Soup du Jour:  Live squid in it’s own brine
Entrees: Ford’s Pick of the Day
Cajun style Blackened Cow Patties
S Stir Fried Mongre|
Vegetables: Charbroiled Asparagus in a light Yogurt-Garhc Sauce
Lettuce, Parsnips and Turnip greens, deep friedin
a seasoned breading :
Chilled Zucchini Compote :
Horseradish & Garlic Cloves in a vinegar dressing
Dessert: Homemade Tomato Ice Cream
(For the King’s Table)- Four and Twenty Blackbirds
baked in a pie

Activities for this event to include:

Ignoring Bards

Bobbing for Squid (Show no fear. Squids can smell fear.)
Burning the Outgoing Monarch in Effigy

Rules for this site:

Alechol may only be consumed under your table

To reduce fire hazard, each table may only have one candle
Bring tv trays, this site comes with no furniture

Cloved suckling pigs are provided for your face-sucking pleasure

The Site for this Feast will be:

ElPaso International Airport, Runway 23 (sporadic camping available). Please note:
Court will be periodically interrupted by aircraft using the runway, Please schedule
your interruptions to coincide so we can save time and end court quickly,

The Directions to the site follow:

Take I-10north to the Lee Trevino Exit. Turn south on Lee Trevino. Atthe first light,
turn left on Piedras, and follow it for 6.8 miles. You will come to a washed out
riverbed, Follow this riverbed until you come to a sign which says “Pam Parson’s
School of Dance”. The sign has been knocked down, but this is Country Club Road.
It is a two way road, but the side with the 7-11 is one way, so you have to hop the
median and come back to the 7-11. Go into the phone booth at the 7-11 and await
further instructions.

Note: Once the feast has started, the cooks will be unavallab]e as we are eating out
to celebrate this culinary triumph.
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The Knight's LiStlng by Aramithris, Emer, and lvar

he following is a listing of the

knights of Amtgard. It is not

complete! If you see and errors
or ifyouknow someone not listed, please
email  emer@nmsu.edu or
ivar@horus.anth.utep.edu with the info
listed below.

This list is mainly the product of
Emer of Dragonspine. Without all of
her work who knows how many
knighthoods would have been lost to
time...

A few simple stats:

Total Number of Knights: 162
Total Number of Belts: 227
Total Female Knights: 29

Total Male Knights: 133

Total Knights of the Crown: 68
Total Knights of the Flame: 72
Total Knights of the Serpent: 48
Total Knights of the Sword: 39
Total 3 Belters Knights: 7

Total 4 Belters Knights: 3

Explanation:

Column A - Knight's name
Column B - Tata! Number of Belts
Column C - Do they have a Crown belt (#=no, 1=yes, 2=unknown)
Column E - What year the Crown belt was received (0=none, 1=unknown, f=year)
Column F - What kingdom the belt was awarded by:
Kingdom codes:
0 None
1 Burning Lands
2 Barad Duin
3 Emerald Hills
4 Celestial Kingdom
3 Golden Plains
6 Iron Mountain :
7 Dragonspine
8 Valley of the Silver Rains
9 Mystic Seas
10 Goldenvale
11 Unknown
12 Wetlands
Column G - Do they have a Flame belt ((=no, 1=yes, 2=unknown)
Column H - What year the Flame belt was received (0=none, I=unknown, #=year)
Column I - What kingdom the Flame belt waos awareded by (see column 3 for codes)
Column J - Do they have a Serpent belt (0=no, 1=yes, 2=unknown)
Column K - What year the Serpent belt was received {0=none, 1=unknown, #=year)
Column L - What kingdom the Serpent belt was awareded by (see column 3 for codes)
Column M - Do they have a Sword belt (I=no, 1=yes, 2=unknown}
Column N - What year the Sword belt was received (0=none, I=unknuown, #=year)
Column O - What kingdom the Sword belt was awareded by (see column 3 for codes) 1

2

Column P - Unigue number for belt combination.
Value:

Unknown = §
Crown =1
Flame =3
Serpent=7
Sword =135

Column Q Active (O=no, 1=yes, 2=uhknuwn)
Column R Current group affiliation:
Group codes:

0 None
1 Buming Lands
2 Barad Duin
3 Emerald Hills
4 Celestial Kingdom
5 Golden Ploins
6 Iron Mountains
7 Dragonspine
8 Valley of the Silver Rains
o Mystic Seas
10 Goldenvale
11 Unknown
12 Caer Sidhe
13 Pegasus Valley
14 Wet Lands
15 Blackhawke Keep
16 Stormwall
17 Wave Haven
18 Shadowvale
19 Irongate

Column S - Male {no=0, yes=1})
Column T - Female (no=0, yes=1)
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1 |Knight's Name s njr|lml e jrim|t]{r|m|{d{r|m|nle]lnl & |e
2 |Agar Knightsbane 2 1 1 n t] 1111 o] of o] o] of o] s 2| 3 1| o
3 |Ahira Bandylegs 11 1 e1] 1 o] ol of of af of of of o 1| 1] 1 1l 0
4 |Alsiinn 1] ol of o of of of 1191 3] of of of 7] %] 3] o 1
5 |Alaeric Sigurdsson 2] 1|95 7 1194] 7( of o] of o] of of 8 1f 7] 1| o
6 |Allessandra Cheetara Nightowl 2 1] 89| 3 0] of 0} 1] 93] 3aj o] o] o 8| 2|12 ol 1
7 |amorden 11 of o] o 1195 4| of of o] of of o] 5 1 4 1] o
B |Amren the Tall 1| 1| 85| 10 0 ol ¢f of of o] of of 1] 1| 10 i o
9 |Andacar of Keccia 11 o| 88| o o ol 1|95 7] of of of 7] 112 11 0
10 |Andralaine of Stonehaven 2| 1| as] 1 1795{ 1| of o/l of of 0| o 6] | 1 o 1
11 |Aramithris of Meadowiake 4 1] 88| 1| ° 1) 85 1| 1| =4 1| t| &sf 1| 28] 1} 1 il 0
12 |Aredhel Kemenval 2l ] 87 1 nf of o] of of ol 1|88 1] 8] 1| 1 1l o
13 |Argon Darkwalt 1| 1| 92| ol of ol ol of of] of of o] 4 of 1 1 o
14 {Arioch 1| 1| 85| 4 ol o] ol of o] of of o] of 1| o 4 11 0
15 |Arian Relnquist 1t 1| of 4 of of o] of of of of o] of 1f 1| 4 1] ©
16 |Ariona Mixtall of the Bear Clan 11 of o] o ol of of 1|8y 1 o of o 7 0O 1 ol 1
17 fAron Nelsson 1] 1193 3| ‘ol of of of ol of of ol of 1| t| 3 1 o
18 |Arhan of the Golden Gity 1] of of o ol of of of of o] 1| es| 4| 5] 2 ¢ 1| o
19 |Ashki 2| t]os| 8 194/ 8] of o] of of of of sl 1| 8] o| 1
20 {Astynn 1] of ol o o] of of 1{91] 3 of of of 7[ 1| 3] 1 o
21 |Auromax Siiverhawke 1l 0of of o o] of of of of of 1] 93| 6|15 1| 8| 1| o
22 |Aurura Selene 2 1] 95| 8 ol of o] 1|5 al of of of & 1] a 0|1
23 lAvatar 1] o ol o 1185 3| of of of of of o] 5[ 1] 3| 1] o
24 [Blade Blackfang 1] 0] of 0 1) 94| 8 o of ol o] of of 5/ 1 8 1| ©
25 |Boft O' Sauus 11 o] of o of of o] of of of 1|85 1| 5] 1 1 1 0
26 {Brandobis McGregar 1 0] o0} O 0] o of o] of o 1] 95] 10{ 15 2| 10 i1 ©
27 |8rennan Mac Greggor 1l of of o ol o] o] of of of 1| a8 s 15[ 1| s 1 o
28 |Cabal Nighthawk 2l 1] 4| a3 of o] of] 1] 1 3] o] of of 8 1] 3 1| o
29 |Caleom 1| 0| of 0 ol of of ol o] of 1| %0 s| 15 o] s 1 0
30 |caliope Crosswinds 11 of of 0 0] o] of {94 1| o] of of 7| 1} 1 ol 1
31 |Calvin MacDruin 1| o] of o 1/ 92] 4| o] o] o] of of of 8 1| 7| 1] o
32 |Cardinal Dunbar 1 o] o] o 1{85] 4 o] o o of a| of 5 1| 4 1 @
33 |chad'do t] of of o ol of of of o of 192 4115 2| 4 1] o
34 |Charfoc Darkstar 11 1] 85 1 o] o] of] of of o] o] o] o] 1| 2f 11 1l o
35 |christlan Damue 1| ol o] o ol of o] 1| 1) 11} o of of 7 2| 11 1 o
36 |Conan Ator Momingstar 1| 1| 84} 1 of of of of of ofl of of of 1] of 1} 1| o
37 [Corbin Shroom 1 of of o ol of of 1188 3 of o] of 7| 5| 3] 1 o
38 [Darius 1 o] of o 1] tJ 11| of of o] o} o ol 5| of 11 1| 0
39 |Dellon Andalsa 1 11 92| 1 ol of o] o] o] of of of o] 1] o 1 1l 0
40 jDelphos Darkheari 2l of o] o i 88{ 1{ 1194 1] o] ol of 12| of 2| 1| o
41 |perek Roth 1] o] of 1 1] 4| 8 of o o] of of of 5 of 8 1| o
42 |Deth the Direhearted 1l of o] o ol of of o] of of 1| 84| 1]15] 2| 1 11 0
43 |brakknar il o] of o ol of o] ol of of 1] es| 4| 15| 21 4f 1| o
44 |Dustin Darkenmane 3} 1|93 5 1193 s5{ o] of of 1) 94 s/ 21f o] 5] 1| o
45 |Egh Njalssan 1| 1) 93| 7 Ol of o] of o] o] of of o 1| 1} 7 il 0
46 |Esuom aph'tasd 1] of of o ol of of ]85 1} o| of of 7 o 1 o| 1
47 |Euric Bloodstons 2| 1/92] 5| 1193 5 of of of of of o 6 1| sl. 1] @
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What's Best in Life

Amtgard Online

Blood was everywhere that day,
Corpses lined the batilefield;
Laughing children among them played;

A m tga r d m a i I i n g I is t Drenched with gore, we would not yield.

The stench of death, sun standing high;
Raven’s pluck out the dead men’s eyes.
1t was such a glorious sight!
It was such a glorious fight!

Am tgar d Wor Id Wide WEb ) And at the corners of the meadows,

Flowers bloom in the soft sunlight;

Those at least not trampled down
htip:/horus.anth.utep.edu/~amtgard By our armoured might!
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amigard-l@horus.anth.utep.edu

So I sing a song of what's best in life:
To crush your enemies left and right,
To see them driven before your might,

Multi-User Environments And har e women crying al night

¢
TR

) Our swords are all notched now,
A mtm u x arrows are all spent.
We mowed them all down now,

and off to Hel they went!

1%y
easy

15:'

i et
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ensive Renaissance magazine!

YT,
3, '1,?

telnet horus.anth.utep.edu 1995

So we stand bruised and battersd
On the ruined meadow prass.

' But what the hell does it matter?
Amtmud

We kicked their ass!
‘What's best in life!

YGS, I want 10 subscrike
T0 Renaissance Magazine!

telnet horus.anth.utep.edu 5555

Name

So I sing a song of what's best in life:
To crush your enemies left and right,
To see them driven before ycur might,
And hear the women crying all night.

All use is 100% FREE! What's best in life]

So let’s sing a song of what’s best in life,
Yes, let’s sing a song of that testing life!
Everybody, sing!

Address

City/Staref/Zip

O Sample 55 ea, (53.95 + sth)
[ 1-Year Subscription: $14  Save #1.80!

O 2-Year Subscription: $25 Save $6.60!

If you have questions, email
So we sing a song of what's best in life:

ivar@horus_anth_utep_edu To crush your enemies left and right,
To see them driven before your might,

And hear the women crying all night.
What's best in life!
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Celtic Designs, Ltd.
Proudly presents at Olymplad and Clan:

Celtic and Medieval garb designed and produced by master artisans from the Kingdom of the
Burning Lands and the Duchy of Mordengard. Prices much less than those of national competitors.

DOUBLETS: Fine garment weight leathers, sueded twills, traditional broaddoths & corduroys,
tapestries and satins. Field wear to lavish court creations. From $50.00 (national prices start at $150.00)

THE 'BRAVEHEART’ SHIRT: Completely washable with 'brass’ or "silver’ grommets and leather
thong ties.....Only $25.00. (national firms offer at $45.00 and $60.00)

CLOAKS & CAPES: All with hoods. Colors indude Basic Black, Corséir Gray, Saracen Red, Scout
Green, Far Traveler blue, and Nomad Tan. Unlined from $50.00 (national prices without hood start at
$95.00) Lined and completely reversible are $75.00... only $37.50 "per doak’— 2 for less than the price
of [.

THE GREAT SHIRT: Authentic’ material, generously cut (one size fits most). A low, low price of
$40.00. Also a limited selection of "exotic’ shirts starting at $45.00. (national prices offer a plain shirt at
$65.00 and up).

THE CELTIC TUNIC: The 'decorate your own' basic tunic— various neck and sleeve styles.
Guaranteed completely washable with no-fray seams. A great addition to any Amtgard wardrobe for

years of wear at only $45.00.
PLUS...

® Accessorles ® Armor ® Amtgard-legal Weapons ® Decorator ltems ®
Historically accurate, handcrafted leather goods ® Beautiful belt pouches
® Banners, Banners, Banners ® Many items with Celtic/Medleval designs

AND...

Leather in generous sizes at 1/2 the prices at Tandy (at least!). Foral embossed 'fandes’, garment weight
metallics, medium weight suedes, and embossed suitable for medium weight armor. All permanently
factory dyed; no nead for messy and impermanent paint. Colors indude black, red, blue, purple, yellow,
rusts, ete.

CASH PAYMENT ONLY PLEASE
DRAWING FOR A ONE OF A KIND CLOAK

A continuous border, appliqued doak valued at $500.00 for only $2.50 a chance (buy as many
chances as you want). Drawing for the winner performed by a beauteous wench at the traditional Claw
open house at Clan [4... Saturday night at 8:00 p.m. Must be present to win. Complimentary hot,

savory stew and fresh bread rolls. Claw camp located at site #6 - look for the big tent and the castle.
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THE EL PASO SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY ALLIANCE PROUDLY
PRESENTS

AMIGOCON

APRIL 18-20. 1997
QUALITY INN @ [F10 & GERONIMO
EL. PASO, TEXAS

GUEST OF HONOR:

SIMON
HAWKE

MEMBERSHIPS: $12 THROUGH 12/31/96

NAME:
ADDRESS:
ENCLOSED IS $ FOR MEMBERSHIP(S)
SEND ME. INFORMATION ON:
AMIGOCON, P.O. BOX 3177, EL. PASO, TEXAS 79923
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ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTORS

Sir Andacar ofKeccia (Darrell 8. Leland)
from the Duchy of Pegasus Valley is the
first knight from that group, (Not in
issue due to space.)

Duchess Dame Andralaine of
Stonehelvan (Kerry Hunter) from the
Kingdom of the Burning Lands is the
autocrat for Gathering of the Clans 14,

Grand Duke Sir Aramithris of
Meadowlake (J.W. Donnelly) from the
Kingdom of the Burning Lands is a
professional SF writer and poet and has
a book, Babylon Gardens, due out later
this year.

Countess Dame Ariona Mixtat] of the
Bear Clan (kathleen Ashcraft) from the
Kingdom of the Burning Lands was the
first Knight of the Serpent after its cre-
ation as a distinct Order.

Duke Sir Aron Nelsson (Len Nellson)
from the Kingdom of the Emerald Hills
istherole model for all Amtgard barbar-
ians and is rumoured to have run naked
through cactus patches during the full
moon.

Lord Covenant the Scarred Hart (i.e.-
Scarhart) (Scott Casart-Jernigan) from
the Kingdom of the Burning Lands has
written many Amigard songs and bal-
lads, and thoughnot a knight, has earned
the honor and respect due one.

Cultum Eyrewolf (Mark Zaynard) from
the Kingdom of the Iron Mountains
makes his firstappearance in these pages.

Lady Emer Rustytongue (Lisa Manguso)
from the Kingdom of Dragonspine has
done a world wide web page devoted to
the knights of Amtgard.

Grand Duke Sir Gilos Dawnhope (Ben
Hill Passmore IV) from the Kingdom of
the Burning Lands (aka The Purple
Duck) is the founder of the Discolored
Bird Society.

Sir Guy Kasama (Matt Schufeldt) from
the Kingdom of the Iron Mountains is a

great guy <grin>,

Countess Dame Gwynne of Tarnlea (Kris
Donnelly-Sasser) from the Kingdom of
the Burning Lands has created more fine
garb and earned more dragons than any-
one else, and scored 26 out of a total of
30 points in the garb categories at the
most recent interkingdom Olympiad.

Grand Duke Sir lvar Nefarious (Mark
Willis) from the Kingdom of the Burn-
ing Lands is layout editor for this Talons
and administrates the Amtgard listserve,
mux, and mud.

Viscountess Dame Joella Starwatcher
{(Mandy Burgin) from the Kingdom of
the Burning Lands was the first ever
Champion of Amtgard.

Sir Kane Darkwraith (Chris Powell) from
the Kingdom of the Iron Mountains is
well known and honored for his quality

metalworking.

Duke SirNashomithe Lonely Wolf{Sam
Snoddy) from the Kingdom of the Burn-
ing Lands was the first warlord and
Knight of the Sword in Amtgard.

Duke Sir Nevron Dreadstar (Mike
Murphy} from the Kingdom of the Em-
erald Hills is the firstknight who was not
a Burning Lander.

Sir Nomad Fishslayer (Robert
Schoenberger) fromthe Kingdom of the
Wetlands i5 the reigning Mordengard
drunken barbarian champion,

Duchess Dame Reyna Arafael (Renee
Spahr) from the Kingdom of the Emer-
ald Hills was the first monarch of that
kingdom.

Duke Sir Talinor Darkwolf (Alf
Enriquez) from the Kingdom of the
Burning Lands just recieved his Serpent
beltand is the mostrecent Burning Lands
knight.

Talthyr Dszardin {Shelby Williams)
from the Kingdom of the Emerald Hills
is a new contributor to Amtgard, Inter-
national publications,

Arch Duke Sir Wolfram Bloodletter
(Steve Speth) from the Kingdom of the
Iron Mountains is king of that group
{they call it an ‘empire’) and likes to
hide hiswife’sknight chain in his under-
wear, (Not in issue due to space.)

“Cover- phota by Gllos, graphics by Ivar (€ 1996- Ben Hill Passmore IV and Mark Willls): “The Dream."

*Introduction: "Welcome to Clan 14."

*Contents: "Feast your eyes...”

*Index: "Humour, humility, and humillation.”

*Abaut the Contributors: "Well, they're not all knights, but close...”

*Fliers and adds: “Tooting the horn of some of those who have helped Amitgard.”

*Back cover- graphics by Ivar (@ 1995- Mark Willis): “A site map of the Sleepygrass Campground,”

*Amtgard Types- by Andacar (® 1996- Darrell S. Leland): “Spell casting Is often typecasting..." (not included due to space)
“The Antipaladin- poem by Nevron (@ 1884- Mike Murphy): “He's more naughty than nice..."

*Aran's Song- poem by Aron (© 1990- Len Nellson): “Not all knights are ‘white'.”

“The Beast Lord- by Andacar (€ 1996- Darrell S. Leland): *And you theught that antlpaladins were BAD guys?" {not included due to space)
*To Be a Knight- by Joella (€ 1988- Mandy Burgin): “Criteria and critiques.”

*Belt of Pride- poem by Andralaine (® 1990- Kerry Hunter): “And no, she Isn't a Galden Lion.”

*Bridge of Fate- poem by Cullum (© 1996- Mark Zaynard): “The gunfighter syndrome-"

“Crown Feasts- by Ariona (© 1989- Kathleen Asheraii): “So why are the cooks ordering out for plzza?”

*Crown Qualffications- by Ariona (® 1988- Kathleen Ashcraft): “So, let us see documentatian on the elvish garb..."

*Dawn of the Knight- by Talthyr (® 1996- Shelby Williams): "The peasants are revolting, hence came the knight.”
*Dragonheart Review- by Nomad (© 1896- Robert Schoenberger): *Special effects doth not a movie make.”

*88 Lines about 44 Amtgarders- poem by Wolfram (® 1995- Steve Speth): “All in Jest, of course...” (not included due to space)

'l Gilos- by Gilos (@ 1991- Ben Hill Passmare IV): “Ode of the Purple Duck..."

*Knighthood- by Gwynne (® 1395- Kris Donnelly-Sasser): “Is there enough white leather to go around?”
“Knights and Newbies- by Talinor (@ 1995- AIf Enriquez): “Ever get tired of 200 knights and squires trashing 100 populace?”
*Knights’ Code of Conduct- by Nashomi (& 1987- Sam Snoddy): "Ethics for attitudes.”
*Knights' Listing- by Aramithris and Ivar, with special thanks to Emer (@ 1996): “Heavy metal, lace and leather-
spurs and belts galore.”
*The Knight-Squire Relationship- by Guy {® 1995- Matt Schufeldt): “Squire, obey!"
“A Long Way- by Talinor (€ 1986- Alf Enriguez): “If we took every belt and laid thern out end to end, wauld they stretch from Austin to El Paso?"
*A Maral Tale- by Gwynne (@ 1995- Kris Donneilly-Sasser): "Jugging, or Is that Judgement?, day.”
*My Lord Knight- poem by Joella (® 1989- Mandy Burgin}: “The romance in chivalry.”
*Period, Period, Perlod...- by Kane (© 1996- Chris Powell): “Steel is ‘Perlod'- NOTI"
*Squires- by Gwynne (@ 1995- Kris Donnelly-Sasser); "Sarvice wall rendered...”
*Sucking (Kissing) Up- by Gllos (© 1992- Ben Hill Passmare IV); “Brasshats beware..."
“Tamished Knight- poem by Aramithris (@ 1988- J.W. Dannelly): "A belt, by any other color... is still just a belt.”
*Ten Commandments- courtesy of Reyna (no copyright}: "And thou shall not stab thy fellow knight..."
“Warrior- poem by Aramithris (® 1993- JW. Donnelly): "We all die, but few of us ever live,.."
“What's Best in Life- song by Scarhart (© 1992- Scott-Casart Jermigan): *Ghengis Khan would be proud.”
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